
 Everyone knows 
what happens on Mother’s 
Day. Fathers write letters 
to their mothers and 
wives, and children write 
letters to their mothers. 
There may even be a 
surprise breakfast-in-bed 
and flowers to brighten 
her day. But did you 
ever wonder when this 

tradition started? 
 Before Mother’s Day became a national 
holiday, the earliest tributes to mother figures 
began in ancient Greece. The Greeks would hold an 
annual festival in the springtime to the goddess of 
many gods. The Romans did the same to Cybele, the 
Great Mother of Gods.
 More recently, there was a woman in 
America named Anna Jarvis who wanted to find a 
way to honor the poor women in her community 
who lived and worked in the harshest conditions. 
She organized this day and called it “Mother’s Work 
Day.” Anna Jarvis died in 1905 and her daughter 
fought to continue to work for an official day to 
commemorate mothers. Jarvis’ daughter, also 
named Anna, lobbied President Taft and President 
Roosevelt to support her in this effort. Because 
of Anna’s hard work and determination, President 
Woodrow Wilson recognized Mother’s Day with a 
bill he signed in 1914. This bill made Mother’s Day a 
national holiday. 
 The beginnings of Mother’s Day celebrations 
were carried out by sweet letters written to 
mothers, giving gifts, and attending church. After 
about twenty years or so, Mother’s Day was 
synonymous with a multitude of gift-giving and, 
according to Jarvis, greed for profit. Because of this, 
Jarvis said she regretted creating the Mother’s Day 
holiday and kept this regret until her death in 1948. 
 Even though Jarvis regretted starting 
Mother’s Day in the United States, it is a day to 
celebrate all that our mothers have done for us. 
According to the Pew Research Center, phone 
traffic lines are the busiest and restaurants are the 
most crowded on Mother’s Day, giving a picture of 
how much sentiment and feeling this day prompts. 
 If you haven’t already thought of something 
to do for Mother’s Day this year, which falls on 
Sunday, May 13th, try to plan something for your 
mom that she’ll never forget. Have a Happy Mother’s 
Day!
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Save the Date
“Decades Warp”...............April 23-27

Sophomore Retreat...........April 26-27

Bye Bye Birdie...........May 11-13, 18-20

by Clarice Juska

  Well, well, well, 
JSerra, yet another break 
has passed us by. And not 
only any break, but the 
very last break before 
summer. Spring Break, the 
perfect appetizer before 
the summer course. Now 
students want summer 
even more after getting a 
little taste of the sweet sun, 

salty ocean, and exotic vacation destinations.  
 Students traveled around the globe over 
the eleven days of break. Some visited Europe, Peru, 
Turks and Caicos, Fiji, and Hawaii. Others visited 
New York, Chicago, Santa Barbara, and other U.S. 
cities. Multiple students took the opportunity to go 
college touring over the break, to further explore 
their college options that lie ahead.
 The Peru Club at JSerra is a booming 
club nowadays because every student wants the 
opportunity to go on a mission trip to build houses 
for families in Peru. This club is a huge addition to 
JSerra and truly shows JSerra’s spirit. Members of 
the club went on one of two mission trips to Peru 
over Spring Break. For special insight about the Peru 
trip, Dani White fills us in. 
 “It was the experience of a lifetime; I 
couldn’t have asked for a greater opportunity,” she 
stated.  “We really bonded with the kids there and it 
made me so appreciative of what I have. I will never 
take anything for granted ever again.” 
 It looks like everyone had a great time over 
the break, whether they were building houses in 
Peru, tanning in Hawaii, college touring in Chicago, 
or just relaxing at home. Now begins the end of the 
year, so cherish it all, JSerra, keep up with school, 
and get excited for our next break, summer

 The holiday of 
Cinco de Mayo (Fifth of 
May) is coming up and it 
helps to know a little about 
it in order to celebrate it 
to the fullest. This holiday 
is celebrated here in the 
United States and in parts 
of Mexico, mainly in the 
state of Puebla. Contrary 
to popular belief, Cinco de 

Mayo is not Mexico’s Independence Day, which is 
actually September 16. 
 In the U.S., Cinco de Mayo is a day to celebrate 
Mexican heritage and pride. On this day in Mexico, the 
unlikely victory of the Mexican army over the French 
at the Battle of Puebla on May 5th, 1862 is recognized.  
The battle was fought between 8,000 French troops 
and the poorly-equipped Mexican army of 4,000. Some 
historians believe that this victory had a significant 
impact on the way the U.S. Civil War turned out. They 
say that Napoleon wanted to defeat the Mexicans in 
order to use Mexico as a base. If he had not failed, he 
would have sent reinforcements and troops to help 
the Confederates from his base in Mexico. Everyone 
can imagine how different our country would be if 
they had won the war.
 

Cinco de Mayo is a day that is observed with plenty 
of Mexican food, drinks, music, and parades. This 
year, perhaps you might try a type of Mexican food 
other than burritos and tacos. There are many more 
tasty foods to try, especially on Cinco de Mayo, 
including fajitas, tortilla soup, and taco meatballs. 
 There are many organized celebrations 
on this day. Los Angeles has the largest Cinco de 
Mayo street fair in the world and there are smaller 
celebrations in neighborhoods around LA. For some 
live entertainment and great food, walk around the 
Los Angeles Farmers Market. Often, Cinco de Mayo 
parties include mariachi bands, piñatas, and folk 
dancing, so you can be sure to enjoy those as well. 
This year, Cinco de Mayo falls on a Saturday, so you 
will have plenty of time to explore places, try good 
food, and celebrate!

by Catherine Juska

Cinco de 
Mayo

by Mary Lou Kerins



 On Saturday, March 
24, the 54th Annual 
Swallows’ Day Parade took 
place in honor of the 
swallows’ return to the 
Mission of San Juan.  The 
parade is a part of the 
three-month-long Fiesta de 
la Golondrinas, celebrating 
the swallows’ actual return 
on March 19, which is St. 

Joseph’s Day.  JSerra had the outstanding opportunity 
to participate in the parade, representing the school 
and its diverse activities.
 Many students participated in the parade 
for JSerra, including athletes, Medical Program 
students, cheerleaders, and ASG members.  A 
JSerra senior, Robin Barr, led the group on her 
horse students carried a sign behind.  The rest of 
the students stood in a horse-drawn wagon while 
the cheerleaders walked behind, cheering to the 
raucous crowd.  Everyone wore cowboy hats to 

represent the western theme of this parade.  On the 
sides of the wagon were signs displaying activities 
and accomplishments of the JSerra community.  The 
students in the wagon waved at the parents and 
families on the sidewalk while showing their school 
spirit with pom poms and noise makers.
 Some of the other parade participants 
consisted of dancers, horses, marines, and musical 
artists that made the crowd go wild.  A group of 
Indian dancers with elaborate and brightly colored 
costumes danced to drums along the parade route.  
Another group of elementary and middle school 
kids played guitars and drums while walking and 
rocking out to classic songs.
 The Festival included other activities, such 
as the Mercado and the Hoosegow Day jail cell.  At 
the Mercado, food, drinks, and music were enjoyed 
by all.  There were over 100 different booths with 
all kinds of food.  Hoosegow Day is one of the most 
famous activities on the day of the parade.  Those 
who were not wearing western wear at the parade 
were roped by the Sheriff and put into the jail cell in 
front of the Swallows’ Inn.  The Sheriff and his other 
deputies shot fake guns in the air after they caught 
a prospect to put in jail.
 Parade-goers experienced what it was like 
to live in the wild west while celebrating a tradition 
that will continue for years to come.  So if you 
missed it this year, it will be back around at the same 
time next year!
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 Mr. Woo, Director 
of the International 
Students Program, went 
to a private Lutheran 
school and describes how 
he learned to be with a 
community.   
 “You have to 
be brave and challenge 
oriented,” he said. 
 He attended St. 

John ’s University in New York and earned his MBA 
at Mont Clair State University in New Jersey and 
then moved out to California due to a job offer 
at a Lutheran Middle School. Before JSerra, he 
also worked at Aliso Viejo Christian School.  He 
developed the International Program at JSerra three 
years ago.
 These students come from countries 
including China, South Korea, Taiwan, New Zealand, 
Germany, Russia, Vietnam, and Kazakhstan. He 
supervises the competitive selection process. 
 Mr. Woo expressed, “Since we have a 
limited number of seats each year for international 
students, it is highly selective.” 
 Many of these international students hold 
good academic standing, for the selection process 
includes a B or above average GPA,  English 
proficiency test (TOEFL or SLEP), a letter of 
recommendation, an essay on the intent to study at 
JSerra, an F1 Visa, and a Skype interview conducted 
by Mr. Woo.  Also, all of these international students 
demonstrate strength and courage through their 
efforts by not only leaving their homeland and 
entering a country of foreign language and culture, 
but also through their willingness and determination 
to do well academically and socially. 
 Mr. Woo said, “I always tell each individual 
that I recruit that I wouldn’t like to see another 
community in the JSerra community. I want a whole 
big JSerra community with them in it, not as having 
another satellite community of themselves.” 
 When asked about the initial developmental 
process of the program Mr. Woo stated, “The whole 
International Program at JSerra is from my own 
experience. I came to the US and did not speak a 
word of English. There was no reaching out. I felt 
like I was left by myself and it took me close to two 
years to start speaking and listening and not hearing, 
but listening and that led me into the educational 
field. We figured that with the high demand of 
international students within the area, Mr. Andy 
Sulick and I decided to go ahead and run the pilot 
program with five students. It was very successful 
and last year we invited close to thirty students 
from nine different countries and this year we will 
end up having fifty students.” 
 He later stated ,“The whole mind set when 
Mr. Sulick and I started the program three years 
back was to give the benefit of the International 
Students that are coming to JSerra sharing our faith, 
the campus, and value of moral life as a Catholic 

family at JSerra. One of the biggest advantages that 
JSerra has now is that we have host families from 
school hosting some of our international students, 
which strengthens the program very much and in 
many ways. We would like more JSerra families to 
be involved with hosting international students 
for them to learn the different cultures. We need 
current JSerra families to be involved in the program. 
It makes a big difference having more domestic 
families join in by hosting these students!”
 Many of the International Students plan on 
staying in U.S. for college. A popular career field 
of interest is business. To further their academic 
success, the school offers tutoring for these students 
in the library during the week from 3 to 5 pm after 
school in the subjects of English, World History, 
Science, and Religion. Mr. Plaia, the Head Instructor 
of the English Language Development Program, 
also known as ELD, and other instructors provide 
numerous international students with support and 
academic guidance. Current JSerra students working 
with these international students by exchanging 
ideas, languages, and culture is something that Mr. 
Woo sees in the future. 
 Mr. Woo said, “Working with the students is 
a privilege, especially the ones that I can help with my 
own experience and I find them more successful.”  
 He also supports the strong religious and 
academic foundation of JSerra and encourages 
international students to fully absorb all that JSerra 
has to offer.
 “ We have our first batch of international 
students graduating this year!”said Mr. Woo. 
 This first graduating class consists of six 
students. To summarize the program Mr. Woo 
also stated, “All of the international students…
their attention to come to the United States is to 
continue their education throughout college or 
even higher post-graduate schools and JSerra is a 
stepping stone for successful college years in their 
lifetime.”  
 The International Program is a viable part 
of the JSerra community and as a student hosting an 
international student myself, I encourage domestic 
students and families to get involved. 

International 
Students

by Sarah David

by Nikole Johnston



 Saint Faustina was 
a nun who saw Jesus and 
Hell, and introduced the 
Divine Mercy Chaplet.
 Q: How did you 
decide to become a nun?
A: I decided when I was 
nineteen.  While I was at a 
dance, I saw Jesus suffering, 
His face torn and bleeding.  
His body was one big open 

wound and bruises covered his body.   His eyes held 
suffering and distress. I ran to a church, where Jesus 
told me go to Warsaw immediately.  Therefore, 
I joined a congregation called The Sisters of Our 
Lady of Mercy.  There, I was renamed Sister Maria 
Faustina of the Most Blessed Sacrament.
 Q:  Talk about the Divine Mercy Chaplet.
 A: The Divine Mercy Chaplet is a prayer 
which Jesus Himself taught me.  He did this so that 
people can understand God’s compassion and mercy 
for them.  The Chaplet is a short prayer said on the 
Rosary. The prayers said on the Chaplet calms Jesus’ 
anger, and commemorates His mercy and sufferings 
on the Cross.  Jesus also revealed to me that It 
can be said as a novena (nine days) or anytime, but 
especially at  three 
o’clock which marks 
the hour of His Death.  
 Q:  Can you
describe your experience 
in Hell?
 A:  I visited it 
so that I can tell souls 
about it, and explain 
that it exists.  Most 
of the souls there 
didn’t believe Hell 
was real. There are 
seven tortures in there. One torture is a fire that 
penetrates the soul; another is a suffocating smell. 
They are the tortures of those suffered by all of the 
souls in Hell together, but there are also sufferings 
for particular souls.  Each soul has sufferings similar 
to the sins they committed.
 Q:  What do you think is God’s mission for 
you in life?
 A: I believe my mission is that I should 
remind the world of God’s infinite mercy for 
everybody, and to spread devotion to the Divine 
Mercy, and begin a great movement of  followers 
who will lead people toward confidence in God and 
love for their neighbor.
 Saint Faustina is a saint who wants to 
become close to Jesus.  God chose her for a special 
and important mission during modern times:  a 
mission and devotion that we must spread.  Saint 
Faustina shows us another way to become close to 
Jesus, so that we may love Him more.  She is also 
known as The Apostle of Divine Mercy.

  Attention juniors! 
Want to be a part of a class 
that serves to better the 
JSerra Community? Do you 
have an interest in leading 
retreats? Do you enjoy 
hanging out with Francis, 
Marc, Cody and Mike? If your 
answer is yes, then Campus 
Ministry is the class for you! 
  In order to sign 

up for this class, an application must be filled out 
and turned in to the Campus Ministry office. You 
can find this form on the Campus Ministry tab on 
the JSerra website. Simply download the link and 
fill it out. Your application will be evaluated amongst 
other students, so be honest in your answers and 
make sure to be yourself.  Space is limited in the 
class and not everyone who applies will be enrolled. 
 This class serves to develop your leadership 
skills and allows you to grow in your relationship 
with Christ. In my opinion, Campus Ministry has 
truly impacted my life and altered my perspective 
on what it truly means to be a leader.  Campus 
Ministry has opened my eyes to the kind of woman 
God has intended me to become and given me the 
knowledge to stay rooted in my faith next year as 
I go off to college. Because of this class, I am no 
longer afraid to share my faith with others. 
 So, juniors, be sure to fill out your 
applications and turn them into Francis or Marc! 
You never know how God will utilize you as an 
instrument of faith or the lives you will impact 
through your ministries. 

by Katie Ashby

Campus Ministry

UPCOMING CAMPUS MINISTRY EVENTS

Lunch Worship :  Every Tuesday 
XLT: 4/25

Sophomore Retreat: 4/26-27

Saint’s Heart 
Stolen from 
Irish Church

Saint Faustina 
Feast Day: 

Divine Mercy Sunday 
(the Sunday after Easter)

by Katia Bergstrom

Campus Ministry
Class 

Applications

 On March 3rd, 
2012, the 900-year-old 
heart of Saint Laurence 
O’Toole was stolen from 
a church in Dublin, Ireland.  
This relic is the last of 
Saint Laurence’s remains, 
stored in a heart-shaped 
wooden box inside an iron 
cage nailed to the wall.  
The thief cut through the 

bars and took both the heart and the box.  No one 
knows why the relic was stolen or who stole it. 

 Saint Laurence O’ Toole is the patron saint 
of Ireland.  He was the archbishop of Dublin from 
1162 to 1180.  He died at the age of fifty eight. 
 When Saint Laurence’s heart was stolen, 
the dean commented: “ I am devastated that one of 
the treasured artifacts of the cathedral is stolen.  It 
has no economic value, but it is a priceless treasure 
that links our present foundation with it’s founding 
father.” 
 The police are studying the TV footage of 
the estimated 40 people who were in the church 
that day.  No one noticed his heart was missing 
until Saturday afternoon.  It is suspected that the 
thief hid overnight in the chapel and stole it.  The 
people are upset, disturbed, and perplexed that the 
relic has been stolen, as it has no economic value. 
Nevertheless is a precious treasure, since it links 
the congregation to their founder. Dublin tourists 
looked back and forth between the empty iron cage 
and their guide books, baffled.
 Relics are a body or bone of a saint, and a 
religious object.  Relics are kept for the purposes of 
veneration and memorials.
 Other churches in Ireland  have experienced 
precious relics being stolen, as well.  For example, 

by Katia Bergstrom

in January, a thief stole the case that supposedly 
contained Saint Brigid’s jawbone. Fortunately, the 
jawbone was being cleaned and not inside the case.  
Last year, pieces of Jesus’ cross were stolen from 
the Holy Cross Abbey in County Tipperary. The 
relics of the Cross were returned secretly but safely. 



JSerra Arts

Broadcast Journalism

Student Work
Graphic Design • Celebrity Icon

by Ashleigh Luschei
Editor

 The day has finally 
come when JSerra gets live 
news/announcements. Next 
year, JSerra is offering an 
amazing new opportunity 
for the students of the 
school.  Everyday everyone is 
used to having loudspeaker 
announcements, but not 
anymore. 
   

             Now the students 
of the film team will 
successfully make a 
broadcast everyday for the full 
year. If you are good  at acting 
or love being in front of the 
camera, then this course will 
probably fit you. If you also 
love to be technical, then 
behind the camera, directing 
and producing, will be perfect 
for you, as well.  
 At first the broadcasts will be difficult 

because they need to do five shows a week and 
that could be stressful. But once they get the 
hang of this, it will be a breeze to make that many 
broadcasts. On Fridays, not only will there be the 
daily announcements but also there will be the Lion 
Report embedded into it. 
 The Film Making 1 class, as of now, will 
still be continuing and nothing will change.  But in 
the near future there may be different branches 
of classes that coincide with the live news/
announcements, such as film writing, interview 

skills, and many more.   
JSerra’s hope is to work 
with Chapman University 
and its faculty from their 

fine Film program.
           This is an exciting 
new opportunity with 
great teachers and fantastic 

equipment. JSerra is extremely 
lucky to have such an amazing 
course. With the connections 
JSerra has, this course will be 

unstoppable.

by Taylor Short 

 It might be due to 
the fact that I have a lot of 
friends in drama, or am a 
born drama geek, but I am, 
in true-blue fangirl speak, 
“super-uber-excited,” for 
the May premiere of the 
latest JSerra musical, “Bye 
Bye Birdie.” 
 But it hardly has 
anything to do with me. 

Take the star cast, which includes sophomore 
Gianna Meaglia, as Rosie Alvarez, and senior Troy 
Janikowski, as Conrad Birdie, combine it with the 
ambitious vision of director Donna Convertino,  

and multiply it by the many long hours the entire 
cast has put in rehearsal, and you have a show that 
deserves JSerra’s spotlight. 
 “Bye Bye Birdie” is a social satire, based on 
Elvis Presley, the face of the meteoric rise of rock-

n’-roll, and his draft notice into the Army in 1957. 
The name of the rock star character, Conrad Birdie, 

is a word play on Elvis’ famous 
rival, Conway Twitty. 
 When Birdie is drafted 
into the army, his agent and 
songwriter, Albert Peterson, finds 
himself in career hot water. Rosie 
Alvarez, his secretary (and secret 
sweetheart, since Albert’s racist 
mother, Mae, disapproves of 
Rosie’s Hispanic ethnicity), devises 
an ingenious plan for Birdie to go 
out with a bang. Birdie will sing 
Albert’s latest song, “One Last 
Kiss,” and give one lucky girl from 

his fan club a real last kiss on The Ed Sullivan Show 
before he enlists. The girl who is picked though, just 
might have a few objections.
 Bye Bye Birdie is coming on May 10th through 
13th and the 18th through 20th. Do not miss it! 

“Bye Bye Birdie”
is Here!!!
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Opinion
The opinions expressed here are those of the student journalist.  

They do not reflect the views of the JSerra faculty, staff or administration. 

by Luke Blanchart

 The newest viral 
video catching the minds 
and hearts of all its viewers 
is called “Kony 2012.” This 
thirty-minute video was 
made by director, Jason 
Russell, and transports the 
viewer into the life of Jacob 
Acaye, a Ugandan native 
whom Russell met while 
on a trip to Uganda with 

the Invisible Children. Jason heard Jacob’s story and 
was moved. Jacob told his story of being abducted 
at an early age by the Lord’s Resistance Army, or 
LRA. Jacob also knew a lot about the LRA and its 
leader, Joseph Kony.  
 The LRA started in 1987 under Joseph 
Kony and was aimed at ending the central Ugandan 
government.  They wanted to destroy the Ugandan 
Government because they marginalized all tribes 
and ethnic groups in Uganda. The LRA is most 
widely known for its army of children 
soldiers. Kony kidnaps children to recruit 
them for his army, and forces them to kill 
their parents. This atrocity is what caught 
the eye of Jason Russell and really shook his 
heart. 
 Russell’s video includes tape from 
that first time Jacob told his story.  The 
tough thing, though, was that Russell was 
not a well-known or famous director at the 
time. Russell really wanted to stop Joseph 
Kony and the LRA by revealing Jacob’s 
story of abduction.  He took his idea to 
the internet.  Russell made a video and 
posted it to YouTube, and as of today, it has over 
83 million views. Russell’s mission was to capture 
the attention of Congress and of President Obama, 
so that they would send in troops and supplies to 
help the Ugandan army find Joseph Kony and bring 
him to justice.  Kony has been on the International 
Criminal Courts wanted list since 2005, but has 
evaded capture ever since by moving throughout 
Central Africa. 
 The Kony 2012 video is especially popular 
among the younger demographics because they are 
knowledgeable about technology.  With Facebook, 
YouTube, and even Instagram, people showed 
their support through social networking.  Social 
networking and the internet allowed this Kony 
video to blossom into something much larger than 
it set out to be. Around campus, most students 
know about “Kony 2012.” Most students saw the 
video through status updates on Facebook. Others 
saw articles about it on Yahoo, and then proceeded 
to watch the video on YouTube. Jason Russell’s 
mission was to get Joseph Kony’s name out there 
so the people would take action. Russell wanted to 
make Kony famous to attract the attention of the 
American government.  Russell has completed that 
task, considering about 1/5 of the United States has 
watched the thirty minute video. 
 “Kony 2012” brings joy and anger to my 
mind.   It made me happy to see that one man stood 
up and wanted to make a difference.  The world has 

seen plenty of his kind; Ghandi, Martin Luther King 
Jr., and Nelson Mandela all stood for change and got 
it. But what is the difference between these well-
known leaders and Jason Russell? Country. All these 
proven leaders fought for something within their 
own country.  Russell’s mission is a valid one, but the 
American people have little interest in it because 
the battle takes place on foreign soil and does not 
directly affect the American people. 
 Uganda is a third-world country.  The army 
is insufficient.  There is little America can do to find 
and stop Joseph Kony. He can run around Africa 
all he wants, and nobody knows how long it will 
take the U.S. to find him. How much money will we 
spend? How many troops will we send? Do we get 
anything in return for helping? 
 These same questions are asked by critics 
of the “Kony 2012” video.  Jason Russell added to 
his critics’ fires when he was arrested near his San 
Diego home on March 15th for lewd conduct and 
disturbing the peace. Russell went into the street 

outside his San Diego home and started banging the 
sidewalk with his fists while wearing a speedo. That’s 
not the right kind of attention you want to draw to 
your production. 
 Jason Russell has a valid idea and has a good 
plan to find Kony, but things like this take time. 
Russell’s video will help the search for Kony, but 
just like Osama Bin Laden, it might take a while to 
find him. Bin Laden is a good comparison to this 
situation because he ran around the Middle East 
and hid from U.S. forces.  Kony will do the same in 
Central Africa and do all that he can to evade justice. 
One difference between Kony and Bin Laden is that 
the U.S.  sent in many more troops to Afghanistan 
and Iraq. We did eventually find him, and hopefully 
we can find Kony as well.
  I commend Jason Russell for his efforts to 
bring Joseph Kony to the attention of the ICC and 
the world.  Joseph Kony is a bad man that needs 
to be stopped.  Now with Kony 2012 mainstream, 
it’s very easy to get involved with the Invisible 
Children.  The main point of “Kony 2012” was to 
capture the public’s attention and the attention 
of the government.  The video has reached the 
public’s heart and made it want to do something 
to help.  Anyone can support Kony 2012 and the 
Invisible Children by buying “Kony 2012” action kits, 
which includes bracelets, posters, and stickers, to 
make Kony known.  You can also go to the Invisible 
Children website and make a donation. 

Kony 2012

 Father Damien 
teaches this ever so 
enlightening class. This is 
said to be one of the most 
enjoyable classes taught 
at JSerra. As a sophomore 
myself, I love Fr. Damien and 
his class. He gets through 
to students, not by yelling 
at them and punishing them 
with more homework, but 

having compassion and understanding of the difficulty 
and stress most of us are under as students. His goal 
is to have his students learn as much about the faith 
as possible in the school year. 
 Other teachers feel they do the same by 
strictly sticking to the book and assigning lots of work. 
On the other hand, Father makes learning about our 
Catholic faith enjoyable and, by the end of the year, 
our knowledge is retained from good experiences in 
his class—rather than forgetting the large amounts of 
material so strictly assigned to expand our knowledge.

 Have you ever 
gone to the mall and 
noticed people in their 
pajamas?  Did you feel as 
though you were going 
to a sleep-over instead?  
I sometimes see people 
dressed this way in public, 
and it irks me 
 Here is the reason 
why:   Do you really want 

to show up in public that way?  It’s one thing to 
wear sweatpants with a nice shirt; I understand that, 
but when people come in their pajamas, it shows 
that you don’t care about your appearance.  Your 
appearance should mean a lot to you, because you 
should want to look nice and clean when you go 
out.  Would you show up to a job interview in your 
pajamas?  Or to school?  Or to your friends’ house?  
Probably not.  So then, why do people think it’s 
appropriate to look this way in public?  
 Pajamas are used for when you go to sleep, 
not out in the mall.  I think people should really 
take a good look at themselves in the mirror before 
they go out and ask themselves:  How do I look?  
Am I well-groomed and proper?  Am I dressed 
appropriately for this event?  Think about this:  going 
out in pajamas to the mall is ruining your dignity.  We 
are human beings, and we shouldn’t want to dress 
as though we are animals. I conclude that going out 
in pajamas is not an attractive or acceptable look, 
unless you are at home.

by Katia Bergstrom

by Max Allen

Religion 2 
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Profiles
The One, The Only...

Mr. Plaia

Save the Environment 
and Recycle

             The Environmentality 
Surfrider Club has a 
mission on this campus. 
This mission is to keep 
JSerra’s community clean. 
The club promotes a 
recycle program which 
takes care of JSerra’s 
plastics. 
 Some other events 
the club does includes 

monthly bottle and can drives, beach clean-ups, 
recycling-box-making parties, dances, and more. It is 
possible to get twenty hours of Christian Service by 
joining the club and participating. Talk to Mrs. Huie, 
the moderator,  or join us on the grassy knoll on 
Wednesdays at lunch. 
 Katie Hibbard and Kayla Selinski are 
the two head students of the club. Katie, the 
president of the club, says, “The main goal of the 
Environmentality Club is to spread awareness 
for people to help out and together make the 
environment clean.” She explains what the club 
participates in: “We do beach clean-ups, have 
recycle bins in every class to collect the bottle, 
then cash them in to get money which is donated.” 
She continues, “A main goal is to ban Styrofoam 

from the Bistro and replace it with recyclable 
plastic.” 
 Styrofoam is damaging to the environment 
because it can’t be recycled...and a main building 
block in it is a toxic material called styrene. Styrene 
not only seeps into the beverage contained within,  

but also pollutes the earth.   
 Kayla Selenski says, “The club is very 
enjoyable especially because of the students and the 
great moderator Mrs. Huie!” 
 Her message to the JSerra student body is 
“Reduce, Reuse, Recycle!”

by Max Allen

 Mr. Plaia has 
taught at JSerra since 
its inception and still 
loves every school year. 
Mr. Plaia has devoted 
countless hours of time 
ad effort into bettering 
the lives of his students.  
Having had Mr. Plaia as 
my junior year English 3 
teacher, I know him both 

personally and as an educator. Mr. Plaia spends 
much of his own time before and after school 
helping students both catch up on and understand 
his classes. When asked about how he likes JSerra 
he answered, “It’s wonderful. It’s the best job I’ve 
ever had.” 
 Mr. Plaia commented on how he appreciates 
a private school setting compared to that of a public 
school.  
 “Public schools are more difficult to 
maneuver,” he says. “Anything dealing with the 
district office is much easier to deal with in a private 
school.” 
 I asked Mr. Plaia his favorite thing about 
teaching at JSerra—to which he answered “teaching 
Luke Martin in his junior year.” 

 Mr. Plaia has always demonstrated his sense 
of humor with his students. This is one reason 
I personally very much enjoyed his class. When 
you’re in Mr. Plaia’s class you can tell that he actually 
genuinely cares about his students and strives to get 
to know each of them on a personal level. This will 
always be an admirable quality of Mr. Plaia’s. 

 On another not, Mr. Plaia said that his 
second favorite thing, close behind his first favorite, 
about teaching at JSerra is, “The ability to create our 
own curriculum because we’ve been told by many 
returning graduated students that they felt well 
prepared for college.” 
 Mr. Plaia along with the entire English 
department specializes in creating their own 
curriculum which does in fact prepare students for 
college. 
 A final quote taken from Mr. Plaia was based 
on the question, “What is it like teaching all these 
crazy freshmen?” 
 Mr. Plaia answered, “It’s been the same for 
nine years. I had freshmen when I started and I’ve 
had freshmen ever since, I love teaching freshmen 
it’s my favorite class. [Because] you can still make 
changes with them and teach them […compared] 
to when they get older they seem to know it all.” 
 Mr. Plaia is a molder of young minds at 
JSerra, especially freshmen, and is definitely thought 
of by many students as one of their favorite teachers 
they’ve had here at JSerra. I, for one, will always 
remember English 3 with Mr. Plaia. 
 Thank you Mr. Plaia for all that you do and 
have done for all of us students. You stay golden, 
“Pony-boy.” 

by Luke Martin



by Luke Martin

Entertainment
21 Jump StreetThe Hunger Games:

A Worldwide Phenomenon
 Thursday night, 
March 22nd, I, along 
with thousands of other 
raging fans, set out on an 
adventure to glimpse the 
midnight premiere of the 
“The Hunger Games!”  This 
worldwide phenomenon 
has captured the hearts 
of many through Suzanne 
Collins’ magnificent trilogy, 

The Hunger Games, Catching Fire, and Mockingjay. 
 In the story, Katniss strives to be the 
next victor of the 74th Annual Hunger Games, 
volunteering to take her sister’s place as a female 
participant in her country’s televised fight to 
the death. This journey is filled with dangers and 
suspicions lurking around every corner. 
 I cannot reveal the entire journey because 
that would definitely spoil the movie for many 
of you, especially if you have not read the book. 
Although the film does a great job following the 
book, I definitely advise all of you to read the book 
before you see the movie. It is a great book, easy 
to read and I can almost guarantee once you start 
reading it and get caught up in the plot you won’t be 
able to stop. It also helps you understand the entire 

story a lot better and helps you in noticing all the 
fine details you may not catch otherwise.
  The film clearly portrayed all the characters 
with a pretty clear description according to those in 
the novel, the plot line followed for the most part 
exactly the way Suzanne Collins depicted it in her 
book. Without spoiling the movie I will tell you that 
this crazy adventure and brutal fight to the death 
will be forever remembered by those who know the 
story of “The Hunger Games,” as well as millions of 
other fans. Well done Hollywood.
  Stars of this film include Josh 
Hutcherson, who plays the role of Peeta Mellark, 
Liam Hemsworth, who plays Gale Hawthorne, and 
Jennifer Lawrence, who plays the main character, 
Katniss Everdeen. 

 In the action-
packed comedy, “21 Jump 
Street,” Jonah Hill and 
Channing Tatum are more 
than ready to leave their 
adolescent problems 
behind. “Not so slim 
Shady” Schmidt (Jonah Hill) 
and popular jock Jenko 
(Channing Tatum), join the 
police force. Prepared to 

suit up, fighting crimes throughout the town, they 
did not expect that they would be on bike patrol at 
the local park, looking for errant frisbees.
  However, they get an upgrade: they are 
assigned to the secretive Jump Street unit, which 
requires them to use their youthful appearances to go 
undercover in a high school. As they trade in their guns 
and badges for backpacks and packed lunches, Schmidt 
and Jenko risk their lives to investigate a violent and 
dangerous drug ring. But they find that high school is 
nothing like they left it just a few years earlier. 
 Less than twenty minutes into the movie, 
Officer Schimdt expresses his discomfort at having 
to be a teenager again (evidently his earlier life was 
none too pleasant). Jenko makes a quick discovery 
that what seemed to be nerdy in his high school 
years is somehow considered popular today. 
Neither expects that they will have to confront the 
terror and anxiety of being a teenager again and all 
the problems they thought they had left behind.
  This original hit TV series was a juvenile crime 
drama, starring heart-throb Johnny Depp, who makes 
a cameo appearance in the movie. In the end, Schimdt 
and Jenko make new friends and learn to work 
together in the police force. This thrilling and comedic 
movie gave the audience many big laughs. Go out and 
rent it at your local red box. It is worth seeing!

by Lauren Vigue

 Robert Allen 
Zimmerman, better 
know as Bob Dylan,  the 
unwashed phenomenon, is 
the best songwriter of all 
time; there is no question 
about it.  Dylan’s incredible 
work stretches over five 
decades, and during two of 
those decades, he was at 
the top of the folk world. 

 Some of his best pieces of lyrical work stem 
from the songs, “Mr. Tambourine Man,” “Don’t Think 
Twice, It’s Alright,” “Boots Of Spanish Leather,” 
and “It’s Alright, Ma (I’m Only Bleeding),” in which 
Dylan wraps his hands around the very thin stretch 
of fabric holding together our thoughts and words 
and takes hold of this beauty for the four to seven 
minute song, as if he is talking straight from his heart 
with absolutely no filter whatsoever. He is one of 
very few men who is able to differentiate between 
what we tell ourselves, our friends and our muse; 
he taps into all three, creating a lyrical train that 
stretches further than any human mile, and is worth 
more than any human dollar. 
 The dark, ominous world that lives inside 
Dylan’s head causes him to take his mellow, 
melancholy, and at some times depressed, thoughts 
and allow them to flow freely through his body, 
unfiltered through his veins and exit his fingertips 
onto paper. Dylan is considered one of the most 

influential musical artists of all time, and has been 
called the 20th-century William Shakespeare.  
 Paul McCartney said, “The Beatles would 
not have been The Beatles if it weren’t for Bobby,” 
after a 1975 concert at Madison Square Garden. 
Mick Jagger of The Stones stated that “Bob has the 
darkest, brightest, lowest, and highest mind, and 
everything in between, something that no one else 
will ever be able to reach.” 
 Dylan was always an old soul, writing 
and singing about things far beyond his years. For 
example, in 1960, when he was just barely nineteen, 
he wrote a song called “Blowin’ in the Wind,” which 
talked about matters that had been overlooked for 
years, such as war, poverty, ignorance, and egotistic 
characteristics of people entering the new decade, 
and it slowly turned into a worldwide hit among the 
folk world. 
 Although most people called Dylan the 
voice of his generation, or the true spokesman 
of the 60’s,  the real Bob Dylan would have more 
accurately been named the original vagabond. He 
struggled with fame after realizing he was indeed 
the most famous singer/songwriter of his time. The 
way he looked at it, he was a guy writing down his 
thoughts that were trapped inside of him, and putting 
a guitar to them…and nothing more to it. He claims 
there are no messages or deeper meanings to any 
of his songs, what’s there is there, that’s it. 
 This is hard to believe when we hear songs 
such as “A Hard Rain’s A-Gonna Fall,” referring to 

the United States as the “blue-eyed son” that is lost 
and cannot be found, and referring to a war erupting 
as “hard rain falling.”
 The fourth and final verse of  “Mr. Tambourine 
Man”laments “And take me disappearing through 
the smoke rings of my mind, down the foggy ruins 
of time, far past the frozen leaves, the haunted 
frightened trees, out to the windy beach, far from 
the twisted reach of crazy sorrow. Yes, to dance 
beneath the diamond sky with one hand waving free, 
silhouetted by the sea, circled by the circus sand, 
with all memory and fate, driven deep beneath the 
waves, let me forget about today until tomorrow.” 
  Dylan, whether inspired by the hard streets 
of New York City, or the American heartland as 
seen through a tour-bus window, touched many 
hearts and changed many thoughts, including my 
own, completely about music in general.
  Dylan, will forever go down as the most 
musically-sound songwriter and lyrical genius 
ever to live.  Listen to “Last Thoughts on Woody 
Guthrie” and be prepared to be changed indefinitely 
for life. Bob Dylan, a mountain of a man, lives on as 
a seventy-year-old human being with a lung full of 
cigarette smoke, a heart filled with inspiration, and a 
mind filled with endless poetry.  

Bob Dylan - Unwashed Phenomenon

by Matt Parker



Sports
Frosh/Soph Soccer Makes 

Everyone Take Notice 
The Madness 

of March

by Sean Robb

 Freshman Julian Font scored 22 Goals...10 
Pre-Season and a record 12 Trinity League Goals!!  In 
a league as tough as ours, it’s an amazing feat.  Julian, 
along with the other captains, were real leaders and 
it made for a very blessed and fun season!!
 It was only a few years ago that Coach 
Carlos Garcia started the JSerra soccer program 
and made spectators watch in awe as the “beautiful 
game” was played. His tremendous coaching skills 
would put JSerra on the map in a very short amount 
of time.  Coach Carlos hired me to assist him in 
coaching the first Frosh/Soph boys soccer team at 
JSerra as he would go on to lead the Varsity Boys 
and Girls to impressive starts in the Trinity League.  
 In 2007, he would move over to the Varsity 
Girls team and helped bring on Coach Davor 
Fabulich. Coach Davor’s professional experience 
and drive led JSerra to it’s first-ever Trinity League 
Championship, not once but two years in a row.   
 The first Frosh/Soph team I mentioned 
before were part of that first-year victory. Coach 
Carlos setup the girls program then made it possible 
for Coach Rick Young and Coach Ali Malaekeh to 
come in and continue to develop the program. They 
have also done an impressive job.  
 Coaching the Frosh/Soph team has been 
a real blessing for my son, Coach Bryan Williams, 
JSerra ‘08, and my daughter, Coach Kayla Williams 
JSerra ‘10. Coach Bryan currently plays for BIOLA 
University and was the Coaches Award winner for 
two years in a row. Coach Kayla won honors as 
the Defender of the Year, two years in a row. Both 
earned Varsity letters while here at JSerra.  
 Coach Davor’s leadership has been great 
to work with because he really cares about the 
program and treats every player as an individual.  This 
year the Frosh/Soph Team was a real force to be 
reckoned with and was repeatedly referred to as 
having the best midfield of any Frosh/Soph team 

in Orange County.  Led by Captains Julian Font, at 
forward, and Nick Guarino, at midfield, audiences 
were captivated by some serious ball-handling skills.
 We were blessed to have three fantastic 
goalies, Griffin Arroz, Ilias Mylonakos and Trevor 
Penman.  Both Griffin and Trevor played on the field, 
while Ilias stuck to defending the net full-time.  All 
three had a great season and Griffin and Ilias shared 
time playing at the JV level.  Griffin had shutouts 

against Mater Dei, Bosco and Servite.  Ilias had a 
shutout vs. Bosco, while Travis and Ilias took us to a 
7-0 victory against Mater Dei.
 This brings me back to Julian, who 
scored a remarkable 5 goals that day vs. Mater 
Dei.  Throughout the season we would see goals 
from Yutah, Alex, Joey, Phil, Chandler, Trevor, Nick, 
Sahmin and Jacob, just to name a few. However this 
year, for the first time in JSerra history, freshman 
Julian Font would lead the league in scoring—22 
overall for the season and a record 12 goals against 
Trinity League opponents. 
 God is doing wonderful things at JSerra and 
with players like these it will be awesome to see 
what He has in store for future soccer seasons.

 Many things happen 
in the month of March. 
St. Patrick’s Day, The 
L.A. Marathon, college 
decisions, baseball spring 
training and the start 
of MLS soccer, but they 
are all overshadowed by 
the madness that is the 
NCAA Men’s Basketball 
Tournament.

  68 teams from around the nation qualify 
to play for the National Championship. Out of 
those 68 teams, 31 of them automatically qualified 
for the tournament by winning their conference 
tournament, becoming “Cinderella teams.” Last 
year’s Cinderella team was Virginia Commonwealth 
University from the Colonial League. This year we 
had teams such as Norfolk State beating Missouri, 
and Lehigh taking down Duke. These upsets are 
always common in the tournament, yet it is hard to 
predict which of the basketball powerhouses will 
succumb to little schools that are off the grid. 
 The favorite to win the tournament this 
year was the University of Kentucky, who was 
rewarded the number one seed overall. They 
finished the season with only one loss, which came 
against Indiana when Christian Watford hit a three-
pointer as time expired to pull off the upset. 
 Kentucky is the best team in the nation 
because of their standout star, freshman Anthony 
Davis, who is the reason why the Wildcats have the 
best defense in the country. In the west, the Pac 12, 
after a below-average season, only had two teams 
in the tournament, with Cal and Colorado. The two 
teams performed average, with Colorado going the 
furthest, but only making it to the second round. 
After the second round, there were no teams still in 
the tournament from the Pacific time zone. 
 This shows how conferences like the Pac 12, 
the Big West, and the WAC have some work to do if 
they want national respect. I think the overall surprise 
of the tournament was Louisville coming as the fourth 
seed and advancing all the way to the final four. The 
most disappointing team from the tournament was 
the Missouri Wildcats, who were the number two 
seed, but lost to Norfolk State in the first round.
  In the end, the Kentucky Wildcats defeated 
the Kansas Jayhawks to win their eighth national 
title. The Jayhawks were down by double digits for 
most of the game, but came within five points in the 
final minutes, only to lose the game. Kansas was not 
expected to make it to the championship game and, 
at the beginning of the season, many people thought 
they were not even going to make the tournament. 
 Anthony Davis was the Most Outstanding 
Player of the tournament and will likely become the 
number one draft pick in the 2012 NBA draft. 
 This year’s NCAA tournament was filled 
with upsets and disappointments, but, in the end, 
no one could stop the Kentucky Wildcats from 
completing one of the most successful seasons in 
school history.

 It’s spring and 
do you know what this 
means?  It means Boys 
Volleyball season! We 
are expecting great 
things from these young 
athletes with a powerful 
season ahead. I decided to 
interview Junior volleyball 
player, Xavier Williams.  
 When I asked him 

what the goal for the team was this season, he said, 
“Our goal is to finish in the top three in league and 
make the playoffs.” 
 I also asked him what team in the Trinity 
League he is most excited to play, and Xavier 
answered, “I’m excited to play Servite because they 
have the number one team in the county, therefore 

making them one of the 
biggest challengers this year.”
 When asked how 
long the team practices on 
average, he answered, “Every 
day for two to three hours, 
with an additional hour of 
weight room three times a 
week.” 
 Xavier also made it 
clear that the team needs 
support by saying, “We need 
a loud and rowdy Lion Nation 
because it would be sure to 
give the team a much needed 
home-court advantage as we 
finish the season and push to 
make it to the playoffs.”.

by Coach Rich Williams

by Nikki Ashrafian

Boys Volleyball


