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Paw Print
The

Special Christmas Issue
Dear Santa...

Dear Santa,

 You are my favorite per
son in the whole wide world. I love your 

white fuffy bea
rd and big round tummy, your awesome red suit and that 

warm hat that looks so comfortable. I ha
ve always wanted to sit on your 

lap and tell you what I want for Christmas. What I want for Christmas 

this year is, o
n Christmas Eve, to fly with you on your sleigh with the 

magical reindeer spreading joy and happiness to all the 
world. Bringing 

presents to ev
eryone would be so much fun! I want to know exactly how 

you do it. Do you really go d
own the chimney? How do you get back to 

your sleigh on t
he roof? How do all the pres

ents for so m
any kids fit in 

your sleigh? Are
 you always talking to your reindeer? How can you visit 

so many houses in so many cities in 
so many countries all in

 one night? 

I would love to join you and have the best
 Christmas ever!

Your biggest fan
,

Max Allen
Dear Santa , 
I know y ou are busy with all the to y s y ou hav e to make , b ut please remember that I wanted a new bike this y ear! I need to exercise more and a shiny new red bik e would really help me get my skinny on! Also, I would lik e anything sparkly or shiny s uch as a ring or a necklace . I alway s lik e my bling bling y ou know!Thank s for all y ou do and remember ,

 
Peace on earthNancy Harrell

Dear Mr. Santa Clause

 I’m sure you know that 

I can’t get my license until 

January.  Do you think you 

could work a little of you
r 

magic that somehow allows me 

to get my license a month early?  

That would be really nic
e.  

Before you think I’
m some 

selfish I’m going to need som
e 

season tickets to t
he Angels’ 

games.  Im sure you know Phil 

is turning 18 and that would be 

awesome for him to get season 

tickets in those re
ally nice 

handicap seats.  
I think he has 

the most fun when he is at an 

Angels’ game.  I think that’s 

about it.  If you 
could, throw 

bike in there, too,
 that would be 

nice.

Thank You
James Samuel



Merry Christmas

Katie’s 
“Christmas Kitchen” 

Kooking Korner

Katie’s 
“Christmas Kitchen” 

Kooking Korner

by Katie Ashby

       As Christmas Season 
rolls around the corner, I 
suspect you’re craving those 
sugary winter sweets. This 
Christmas, spend some time 
in the kitchen trying out a 
few new seasonal recipes 
that will definitely satisfy 
your sweet tooth. Be sure 
to make enough, because 
these delicious baked goods 

won’t last long with Santa on the way. 

      Gingerbread
3/4 cup dark brown sugar

1 stick real butter (room temperature)
1 egg

1/4 cup molasses
2 2/3 cup flour
2 tsp. ginger

1tsp. baking soda  
1/2 tsp. cinnamon
1/4 tsp. nutmeg
1/4 tsp. allspice

1/4 tsp. salt

 Cream brown sugar and butter into a large 
bowl with electric mixture. Add egg and molasses. Mix 
well. Place dry ingredients into a large bowl. Blend 
with whisk. Add dry ingredients to creamed mixture. 
Mix by hand. Roll out on well-floured surface no less 
than 1/4 inches thick. Bake on sprayed cookie sheet 
at 350 degrees for 10 to 14 minutes. Decorate as 
desired. (red bows and white buttons...etc)  

       Peppermint  
  White Chocolate     
     Chip Cookies 

1/2 cup butter, softened
1/2 cup sugar

1/4 cup light brown sugar
1/2 teaspoon vanilla

1 egg
2 cups all purpose flour

1/4 teaspoon salt
1/2 teaspoon baking soda

1 cup white chocolate chips
1/2 cup crushed candy canes

 Cream butter until light. Gradually add sugars, 
creaming well until blended. Beat in egg and vanilla. 
Stir together flour, salt and soda. Add flour mixture 
to butter mixture, blending well. Stir in crushed candy 
canes and white chocolate chips. Bake at 375 degrees 
for about 12 minutes or until golden. 

                 Biscotti
2 cups sugar

1 cup butter, melted
4 tablespoons anise seed

1/4 cup anise-flavored liqueur
3 tablespoons Bourbon, 
(or 2 tablespoons vanilla 
and 2 tablespoon water)

2 cups coarsely chopped almonds
6 eggs

5 1/2 cups regular all-purpose flour
1 tablespoon baking powder

 Mix sugar with butter, anise seed, anise liqueur, 
Bourbon (or vanilla and water) and nuts. Beat in eggs. 
Sift and measure flour and sift again with baking powder 
into the sugar mixture; blend thoroughly. Cover and 
chill dough for at least two hours.
 On a lightly floured board, shape dough 
with your hands to form flat loaves that are about 
1/2 inch thick and two inches wide, and as long as 
your cookie sheets. Place no more than 2 loaves, 
parallel and well-apart on a buttered cookie sheet. 
One without rims is best because you’ll need to cut 
the cookies on the sheet later. Bake in about 375 
degree oven for 20 minutes. 
 Remove from oven and let loaves cool 
on pans until you can touch them, then cut with 
a very sharp, large knife in diagonal slices that are 
about 1/2”-3/4” thick. Lay slices on cut sides close 
together on a clean cookie sheet and return to the 
oven (375 degrees for 15 minutes or until lightly 
toasted). Cool on wire racks…. enjoy!

            Toffee 
1 cup roasted unblanched almonds, 

(chopped)
1 cup butter

1 cup granulated sugar 
(or superfine dessert sugar)

1/3 cup brown sugar 
(either dark or golden brown)

2 tbs water
1/2 tsp baking soda 
1/2 cups semi-sweet 

chocolate pieces

 Butter a 9x13 inch dish and sprinkle with 1/2 
cup roasted chopped almonds. Melt butter and add 
sugars and water. Mix well and bring to a boil, stirring 
constantly until sugars are dissolved. Continue 
cooking to hard crack stage (300 degrees). Remove 
from heat and stir in baking soda. Pour carefully 
over the almonds in dish. Let cool about 5 minutes. 
Sprinkle chocolate pieces over top of toffee. As candy 
melts spread evenly with a spatula. Sprinkle remaining 
almonds over chocolate and press in lightly. Cool and 
break into pieces. Makes about 1 1/2 lbs of toffee.

by Catherine Juska

 During the  
numerous times I have 
heard the Christmas 
song, “The Twelve Days of 
Christmas,” I had never 
learned before recently 
that “The Twelve Days of 
Christmas” was more than 
a random list of strange 
gifts that a medieval lady 
received from her lover 

during Christmastime. Besides giving today’s singer 
a small feeling of accomplishment from being able 
to memorize the gifts in order, I’ve learned that the 
song actually has a much larger meaning. 
 To understand this, we should take a trip 
back to the period between 1558 and 1829.  England 
during this time was much different than it is today. 
Back then, Catholics were forbidden from practicing 
any religious laws or customs, whether in public or in 
the privacy of their homes. If you were found to be 
a Catholic, you could be imprisoned, hanged, drawn 
and quartered, or executed in some other way. 
 So, in defiance of this, some Catholics 
wrote a song. The common agreement is that “The 
Twelve Days of Christmas” was first written down 
in 1780 and published in a book, while the tune 
dates back even further. The song 
was performed as a game by 
children of that time; the first 
person would recite the 
first line and the next person 
would recite the second 
line, and so on until someone 
messed up.
 There are actual, hidden meanings in the 
song for each day.  The “true love” that gives these 
gifts represents God. On the first day of Christmas, 
when the true love gave “a partridge in a pear tree,” 
the partridge represents Jesus. 
 On the second day, the true love gives two turtle 
doves, which represent the Old and New Testaments. 
Next, the three french hens represent the theological 
virtues of faith, hope, and love. The four calling birds 
stand for the four Gospels or the four evangelists. The 
five golden rings stand for the Pentateuch, or the first 
five books of the Old Testament. 
 Next, the six geese a-laying represent the 
six days of creation. The seven swans a-swimming 
represent the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit, the 
seven sacraments. On the eighth day, the eight maids 
a-milking stand for the eight Beatitudes. The nine 
ladies dancing represent the nine fruits of the Holy 
Spirit. 
 The ten lords a-leaping stand for the Ten 
Commandments. On the eleventh day, the eleven 
pipers piping stand for the eleven faithful apostles. 
Finally, the twelve drummers drumming represent 
the twelve points of doctrine in the Apostle’s Creed.
 So, this Christmas Season, if you happen to 
hear “The Twelve Days of Christmas,” remember 
the meanings and have fun trying to sing the verses. 
Merry Christmas! 

The Twelve Days 
of Christmas



Merry Christmas Merry Christmas
Saint Nicholas 
Feast Day: December 6

The Real Santa Claus, Minus Rudolph
Who is he, anyway?

WORSHIP FULLY
 It starts with Jesus. It ends with Jesus. 
This is the holistic approach God had in mind for 
Christmas. It’s a season where we are called to put 
down our burdens and lift a song up to our God. 
It’s a season where love wins, peace reigns, and a 
king is celebrated with each breath. It’s the party 
of the year. Entering the story of advent means 
entering this season with an overwhelming passion 
to worship Jesus to the fullest.

SPEND LESS
 Before you think we’re getting all Scrooge 
on you, let us explain what we mean. We like 
gifts. Our kids really like gifts. But consider this:  
America spends an average of $450 billion a year 
every Christmas. How often have you spent money 
on Christmas presents for no other reason than 
obligation? How many times have you received a gift 
out of that same obligation? Thanks, but no thanks, 
right? We’re asking people to consider buying 
ONE LESS GIFT this Christmas. Just one.  Sounds 
insignificant, yet many who have taken this small 
sacrifice have experienced something nothing less 
than a miracle: They have been more available to 
celebrate Christ during the advent season.
 Looking for ways to give gifts that don’t 
cost a lot of money? Have a few ideas you’d like to 
share? Head to rethinkingchristmas.com today.

GIVE MORE
 God’s gift to us was a relationship built on 
love. So it’s no wonder why we’re drawn to the idea 
that Christmas should be a time to love our friends 
and family in the most memorable ways possible. Time 
is the real gift Christmas offers us, and no matter how 
hard we look, it can’t be found at the mall. Time to 
make a gift that turns into the next family heirloom. 
Time to write mom a letter. Time to take the kids 
sledding. Time to bake really good cookies and sing 
really bad Christmas carols. Time to make love visible 
through relational giving. Sounds a lot better than 
getting a sweater two sizes too big, right?

LOVE ALL
 When Jesus loved, He loved in ways never 
imagined. Though rich, he became poor to love 
the poor, the forgotten, the overlooked and the 
sick. He played to the margins. By spending less at 
Christmas we have the opportunity to join Him in 
giving resources to those who need help the most. 
When Advent Conspiracy first began four churches 
challenged this simple concept to its congregations. 
The result raised more than a half million dollars to 
aid those in need. One less gift. One unbelievable 
present in the name of Christ.

Copyright © 2011 AdventConspiracy.org. 

 Everyone knows 
about Santa Claus, but do 
you know that Santa Claus 
is actually a saint?  Yes, he 
is Saint Nicholas, and he 
became Santa Claus.
 Saint Nicholas was 
born in Lycia, a province of 
Asia Minor.  He was brought 
up well, in a Christian 
family. Nicholas was jailed 

and chained for being a 
Christian. Later. Emperor 
Constantine put a stop to 
all of the persecutions.  All 
of those in prisons were 
released. Upon his release, 
he returned to Myra.  Later 
on, he was the Bishop of 
Myra.
 There are many 
legends surrounding Saint 
Nicholas.  One legend is 
that an innkeeper kidnapped 
three young boys, killed 
them, and attempted to 
sell them as meat.  When 
Nicholas visited the 
innkeeper, he found the 
boys’ bodies in a tub and he 
raised the boys to life.
 Another legend 
says that there was one 
man who had three 
daughters of a married age.  
In order to get married, 
the daughters had to have 
a dowry.  Since they had 
nothing and could not be 
married, the father would 
be forced to sell them. 
Nicholas felt sorry for them, and one night, threw 
one bag of coins into an open window to one of the 
girls’ room. The next two nights, he brought coins 
for the other girls, for their dowries.
 Yet another legend is that, while Nicholas 
was on a ship, he stopped a storm with his prayer. 
This is why he is the patron saint of sailors.  Another 
legend says that, after Saint Nicholas’s death, when 
the city of Myra was celebrating Saint Nicholas’s 
Day, pirates came into the city and kidnapped 
Saint Nicholas’s treasures, as well as a young boy, 
Basiios. The pirates brought Basiios to serve as a 
cup-bearer to the king of another land. But Saint 
Nicholas appeared to the boy and brought him back 
home, where his bereft parents were refusing to 
participate in Saint Nicholas’s Day.
 Saint Nicholas died on December 6th, 
as a martyr.  He was arrested a second time and 
executed for his faith.   His feast day became one 

of celebration.  Today, we call Saint Nicholas Santa 
Claus, and for good reason. The name “Santa Claus” 
is taken from the Dutch name for him, “Sinterklaas”.  
Parallels have been drawn between Santa Claus and 
the Germanic god Odin. Some elements of the Saint 
Nicholas celebration are related to Odin.  Santa 
Claus landing on the rooftops with his reindeer is 
similar to the tradition that Odin rides in the sky 
with his horse. Even in the United States, people 
retained their Dutch roots, including Saint Nicholas. 
Washington Irving, in 1823, wrote a history on New 

York, in which he portrayed 
Saint Nicholas as a jolly, 
elfin character, not as a 
Bishop. The image of Saint 
Nicholas as we know 
it today was created by 
Thomas Nast in 1863. 
 Many of his symbols 
include:  a miter, which 
is the hat worn by the 
Bishop, a staff, also used 
by Bishops, to show that 
he was the shepherd and 
protector of the people.  
He is also associated with 
the number three: he is 
often depicted with three 
children, three gold balls, 
three gold coins, or three 
bags of gold. 
 Saint Nicholas is 
the patron saint of sailors, 
children, Greece, and 
Russia. Saint Nicholas is 
also the patron saint of 
Amsterdam.  He is buried 
in Myra and a clear, thin 
liquid, which smells like 
rosewater, called manna 
forms on his grave, once 

a year.  Manna is said to have miraculous powers.  
When the tomb was renovated in 1954, St. Nicholas’ 
body was removed. The linen which held his relics 
inside the airtight tomb, was found soaking wet with 
manna. The linen has been preserved even until 
today.  From 1980 until today, on May 9th {the feast 
of his relics from Myra to Bari) manna appears.
 Saint Nicholas is venerated as a saint because 
of his kindness and generosity. Furthermore, he was 
Christ-like and humble. He is an inspiring example 
which all of us can emulate.

by Katia Bergstrom

UPCOMING CAMPUS MINISTRY EVENTS

Kairos 18:  2/14/2012 (Closed)
Junior Retreat:  2/29-3/2/2012 (Open) 

Kairos 19:  4/17/2012 (Open)

The Twelve Days 
of Christmas



It’s a Wonderful Life
  The moment I 
pass the ticket table into 
the Black Box, the drama 
department’s theater and 
heart, I know that Donna 
Magnani-Convertino and 
her students mean business. 
From the warm lighting to 
the quaint decorations, the 
theater produces an antique 
and welcoming ambience, 

as if your living room was mixed with a jazz club. 
Convertino does away with cumbersome curtains, 
allowing the audience to look straight into the 
streets of Bedford Falls.  As the lights dim and “It’s a 
Wonderful Life” begins, the audience is immediately 
there with a distraught George Bailey (Zachary 
Johnson) as he debates suicide with his guardian 
angel, Clarence Odbody (Bogart Sterling Barker.)
 The more we see of Bailey’s life, the more 
we enjoy the play.  An affectionate Mama Bailey 
(Kate Brogden), the worldly Sam Wainright (Nick 
Alexander Schultz), and the ice queen, Miss Carter 
(Gianna Rose Meaglia) quickly emerge as crowd 
favorites.  And, ironically, the more Bailey’s life 
unravels, the more the cast blossoms.  An enigmatic 
Connor Hansen grows from devious to wicked as 
Mr. Potter,  while the rest of the cast gain their wings 
as new and intriguing dimensions are added to their 
characters. There is undeniable cohesion among the 
cast, and by the end, the audience also feels the love.

 In many ways, “A Wonderful Life” is the 
maiden voyage for the new drama program, which 
introduces students to not only the acting part 
of theater, but also to directing and production. 
Assistant directors include students Saseen Najjar 
and Nika Convertino, who also starred, respectively, 

as Mr. Martini and Zuzu Bailey. Six weeks of dogged 
rehearsing has finally paid off.  As I left the theater, I 
could see the hours of work written onto the faces 
of cast and crew alike, but not without a pervading 
sense of satisfaction.  They say every time a bell rings, 
an angel gets its wings.  Bells are certainly ringing.

by Savannah Luschei
Editor

A Few Christmas Activities
 If you need that Christmas Spirit and want to have fun over Christmas Break, here are some great activities to make your break special. 

 Sophomore Toni Leseth says, “I love ice skating. It is so much fun skating all around the rink and drinking hot chocolate.” 
 Will Giovinazzo simply expresses, “Christmas caroling is one of the best parts of my Christmas Season. I go with my grandma and mom to spread Christmas cheer for all to hear.”  

 Kayla Selenski loves Christmastime, “Baking christmas cookies for Santa makes me feel great. The house smells amazing and I just can’t wait until they are ready to eat.” 
 Kyle Willis claims, “I haven’t missed a winter in Big Bear for the past fourteen years. I love snowboarding every winter.” 
 Eliza Day loves going to the mall during the Christmas Season, “Everything is lit up and wonderful and always brightens my day.” 

Merry Christmas, JSerra. Have a wonderfully amazing Christmas. 

by Max Allen

Merry Christmas



Artificial Tree vs. Real Tree 

by Taylor Short 

The opinions expressed here are those of the student journalist.  
They do not reflect the views of the JSerra faculty, staff or administration. 

  Fake Christmas 
trees get a bad rap. Often 
seen as the authentic pine’s 
weird little brother, fake 
trees are written off as social 
laughingstocks, joining the 
infamous ranks of Snuggies, 
fuzzy dad slippers, and 
reindeer-themed sweaters. 
  Some consider 
making yet another darn 

thing out of plastic is, quite plainly, a twenty-first 
century affront on the traditional American holiday. 
More political thinkers believe manufacturing these 
Frankensteins is sinking our nation further into 
ruinous debt with China. Most people agree 
that dousing your tree with flavored spray just 
doesn’t replace a real pine.  
 It’s a plain sight that fake trees 
need some help in the P.R. department. 
But really, do they deserve the ugly 
reputation? In the economic turmoil 
raging on today (and for years to 
come), maintaining a real Christmas 
tree is tough. First, unless you can 
find a locally raised tree, they are 
expensive to ship. Combined with 
the original fee, it amounts to a 
considerable price, sometimes 
nearing one hundred dollars, that, 
mind you, will have to be paid, again 
and again, every year you have to 
buy a new tree. Then there’s the cost of 
maintenance and the cost of disposal. Pursestrings 
are already tight as it is: is  authenticity really worth 
tearing a hole in your wallet?
 And then there’s the health concern. Many 
firs are intensively farmed, which means that the 
growers often use pesticides, an obvious hazard to 
customers, especially children. One doesn’t have to 
look farther than the tree farm workers themselves 
to guess at the danger. A common pesticide, 
Roundup, has been linked to cancer, and freely 
contaminates those who apply it. For the purchasers 
of these conifers, pesticides have been associated 
with childhood leukemia and other diseases. 
 Meanwhile, fake trees do better both ways. 
While high-quality artificial trees don’t come at a 
low price either, their ability to last upwards of ten 
years gives more bang for the buck. They cannot be 
recycled, but donating a fake tree to a mall, school, 
or family in need is always an alternative to the 
landfill. And finally, while the firs manufactured in 
China have been shown to contain traces of lead, 
smart shopping and company research can easily 
avoid such problems. And did I mention that most 
artificial trees are flame retardant?
 No, they are not the same as the real ones, 
but the truth is simple: artificial trees is the smart 
choice, money-wise and health-wise. Whether or 
not you choose an artificial or real tree this holiday 
season depends on whether you value trustworthy 
pragmatism, or allow yourself to be mislead by the 
false romance of an authentic Christmas tree. 

 As kids, we did not 
second guess the idea that 
Santa Claus existed, we 
just assumed that he was 
real and would live forever. 
Now, I find the concept 
very humorous when I 
remember how, with built-
up excitement, I would 
anticipate the morning of 
Christmas. 

 Santa would have had to travel to all the houses 
in the world in a matter of hours, climb down their 
chimneys, fill their stockings, put the presents under the 
tree, and still have time to eat the cookies laid out for 
him. All of this would most likely have had to happen in 
a matter of milliseconds because there are more than 
one billion children in the world. Santa Claus would have 
to have traveled at an extremely fast speed in order to 
accomplish this.    And, because he is assumed to be a bit 
overweight, he must have had a large amount of energy 
that he was able to muster up for this special night. 
 Believing in Santa Claus made the season 
brighter and more magical when I was younger. 
Although this season is really about Jesus and His 
birth, Santa Claus adds a little joyous touch to the 
already perfect Christmas Season. 

 Christmas just 
would not be the same 
without a real Christmas 
tree. Picking a Christmas 
tree out and bringing it 
home is a big part of the 
whole holiday.  
 I’m not judging 
anyone that uses fake 
trees, but the only benefit 
that they have is the only 

effort that you have to put into it is assembling it 
every year.  Yes, with a real Christmas tree there is a 
lot more work and effort. The whole family gets to 
contribute and come together when getting a real 
tree. Whether it is picking the actual tree out or 

hanging the ornaments, the end result of having 
an authentic, real tree that smells like Christmas 

is totally worth it. 
           Many people think that they are 

saving the environment when they buy 
a fake tree. It’s actually the other way 

around. Buying a fake tree actually does 
more damage to the environment than 
buying a real tree. Fake trees are made 
up of an unrenewable substance that 
can cause damages like air pollution. 
However, for every real Christmas 
tree that is cut down, there is a 
new one planted. 

          Any way you look at it buying a 
real tree every year is, all in all, a better 

decision than buying a fake one.

by Savannah Luschei
Editor

by James Samuel

Black Friday
Sales or Scam? 

When Santa Existed

by Clarice Juska

 Who knew that 
people can even go shopping 
after their Thanksgiving 
meal? At midnight? 
Personally, I’ve never 
waited until midnight for 
Black Friday. But, this year 
I was curious whether the 
cliche of crazy women 
jumping over one another 
was true. So, at midnight I 

went to the Mission Viejo mall. 
 I have never ever seen it so busy. The 
parking lots were brimming with people. Shoppers 
ran in and out of Macy’s trying to get every sale they 
could. There were literally women grabbing shoes 
out of each other’s hands. I couldn’t find anything 
among this mess.  However, the ridiculousness of 
people alone makes Black Friday worth it. Black 
Friday is a national holiday by itself, full of insanity, 
sales, and exhausted shoppers eating breakfast at 
the food court at 2:00 AM. 
 

 I had the “pleasure” 
of going with my sister to 
one of the busiest places 
in Costa Mesa: South 
Coast Plaza. I was wary 
of Black Friday because of 
the horror stories I had 
heard. For example, there 
was a lady on the news 
who sprayed pepper spray 
in the eyes of the crowd 

around her just to secure an X-Box. But it was not 
as bad as I thought! Besides the rude people typical 
of Black Friday, I succeeded and found plenty of 
steals. But I had to use a great amount of patience 
to get through everything, from the crowds to the 
best deals to the crazed people.
 At the mall, the deals were good, but I 
didn’t find them to be great. However, the deals 
at Walmart and Target were extraordinary. For 
instance, there were X-Boxes and Blu-ray players 
for $50. Now, that’s a deal! Shopping at Black Friday 
is an experience that everyone have at least once in 
their life.

by Nikki Ashrafian

Merry Christmas Merry Christmas



The Mall Santa
    On November 
28th we went to interview 
Santa at the Mission Viejo 
Mall. We first asked one 
of the elves if Santa was 
available to speak to us 
for a couple of minutes 
after we told him that we 
were interviewing for our 
school newspaper. 
 The elf said it 
was okay, even though he 
thought we were a little 
weird. The Santa introduced 
himself first as Santa, and 
later told us his name was 
Joseph. He looked as if he 
was in his 50s and he had a 
very serious face. We could 
tell that he didn’t know if he 
should take us seriously or 
not, and he’s seemed a little 

irked. He looked a bit unhappy and grumpy at first, but 
towards the end of the interview we both learned to 
enjoy Joseph’s humor and we think he’s a great Santa. 

 Q:  What is the most interesting thing you 
have encountered while working as a mall Santa?
 A: “Well a couple years back, a little boy 
sat on my lap, and I guess he wasn’t feeling well 
and the next thing I knew he thew up on my 
seat (thankfully not on me) and his mother ran 
over apologizing and ran off with the kid without 
paying.” 
 Q:  What made you become a mall Santa?
 A: “Well, I retired a couple years ago, and 
I used to be a teacher so I wanted to continue 
interacting with kids. A friend of mine told me to 
be a mall Santa to get me through the holidays with 
some extra cash.”
 Q:  Do you enjoy being a mall Santa?
 A:  “It has its ups downs, but for the most 
part it’s steady pay, and I still get to work with kids, 
which is what I love to do.”
 Q: Do you believe in Santa?
 A: (he laughs as he says) “Well, how could I 
not, I mean, I am Santa.”
 Q: What is your favorite part of the 
Christmas Season?
 A: “The food and the jolly times helping 
bring family and friends together.”

by Mary Lou Kerins

by Nikki Ashrafian

 ‘Twas the weekend 
following Thanksgiving 
and all through the 
garage Shelton Janikowski 
searched for his Christmas 
decorations. He scrambles 
for decorations, anxious 
to keep up his city award 
winning display for yet 
another year. This year, as 
always, Shelton is up bright 

and early, preparing his Christmas window display.
 Onlooking drivers stop and take a gander 
at this beautiful sight. This display brings people 

from neighborhoods near and far in Laguna Niguel. 
Countless families have spent cold winter nights 
walking the street of OakCliff Drive, staring at all 
the pretty Christmas lights. Most of them stop and 
gaze at this Christmas beauty a little longer than 
the other houses. The little kids that scooter past 
become so excited that they often come back 
for a second trip to snag one of the many candy 
canes hung on the garage that the Janikowskis so 
graciously share with the onlookers.  
 How does Chase Janikowski feel about 
living in the house which harbors this piece of art? 
 He deftly replies, “Well, you know it’s pretty 
cool.” 

   The entire 
Janikowski family 
enjoys offering 
their house each 
year as the 
neighborhood 
“gem”. It has been 
a tradition in their 
house for as long 
the children on 
Oak Cliff Drive 
have been around, 
bringing just a 
little bit more 
happiness into 
the eyes of the 
awed onlookers. 
Truly, this is a 
small Christmas 
miracle.  

by Luke Martin

5. “The Santa Clause” 
    Most Family Friendly
 Starring Tim Allen, 
this film is a Christmas 
classic from 1994.  Tim Allen, 
who plays a hard-working 
businessman named Scott 
Calvin, accidentally kills 
Santa Claus, leaving the job 
to himself. Calvin, dealing 
with a remarried ex-wife 

and fatherhood, is not a holiday person. But his son 
Charlie shows him the true Christmas spirit, allowing 
him to see that he is the one who makes children’s 
dreams come true. There are three sequels to this 
movie, but the first is the best! 
4. “Home Alone” — Classic
 Another Christmas classic, this 1990 film 
stars Macaulay Culkin as Kevin, an 8-year-old boy 
who is forgotten at home during Christmas vacation. 
His family rushes to the airport to get to France and 
completely forgets about Kevin. Between ordering 
pizza and making a mess of the house, Kevin has 
the time of his life. But when two burglars come 
to get into his house on Christmas Eve, he must 
set up traps and other contraptions to stop them. 
Definitely a great classic!

3. “National Lampoon’s Christmas Vacation” 
   Cheesy
 This 1989 comedy stars Chevy Chase as Clark 
Griswold. Clark and his family spend Christmas with 
their eccentric family and struggles to get through 
the holiday.  Clark has trouble putting up Christmas 
lights, getting along with relatives, and finding a tree 
(he ends up cutting down an enormous Christmas 
tree in the forest). This hilarious film combines a 
crazy Christmas atmosphere with family love.

2. “Elf” — Comedy
 One of the most popular modern films, 
this 2003 movie describes the life of Buddy the Elf 
(Will Ferrell) on his way to find his father in New 
York City.  On his way to find him, Buddy finds a 
new family, falls in love, and brings the Christmas 
spirit to all of the city. This famously quotable movie 
has great lines, including “the best way to spread 
Christmas cheer is singing loud for all to hear.”  
This movie should be seen by someone who loves 
a funny Christmas movie that will be enjoyed by 
everyone, anytime.

1. “A Christmas Story” — All-Time Classic
 One of the most beloved Christmas movies 
of all time, this 1983 movie is based off of a boy’s 
longing for a Red Ryder BB gun for Christmas.  
Ralphie tries everything he can to convince his 
parents to get him one while attempting to break 
through the holiday mayhem of the house. There are 
many hilarious moments, including a boy’s tongue 
sticking to an icy pole and the family receiving a 
provocative leg lamp. Widely considered the best 
Christmas film to this day, “A Christmas Story” 
captures a dysfunctional family during Christmas 
and one child’s Christmas dream.

Top Five 
Christmas Movies

From cheesy to classic

by Nikole Johnston
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Top Five Christmas Songs
 Getting in the car 
and hearing Christmas 
music on the radio just 
makes everyone feel so 
happy.   There are many, 
many different Christmas 
songs performed by many 
different artists. I narrowed 
down a list of five songs that 
are my personal favorites 
for the Christmas season.    

1. Little St. Nick — The Beach Boys               
 My number one choice, and my favorite 
Christmas song of all time is “Little St. Nick,” by 
The Beach Boys.  I 
love The Beach Boys 
because of the cool 
sounds they create 
with their guitars 
and voices.  The lead 
guitarist of The Beach 
Boys, Carl Wilson, 
uses a Rickenbacker 
360 12-string guitar 
to create a sound never heard before in any other 
Christmas song, which is why I like it so much.  

2. Feliz Navidad — José Feliciano
 “Feliz Navidad” is a Christmas classic.  With 
very few words, it is easy to memorize the whole 
song and sing along.  Spanish classes at JSerra are 
known to go caroling during the Christmas season, 
and sing “Feliz Navidad.”  This song is easy to sing, 
making it popular among all age groups. 
3. Santa Baby — Eartha Kitt
 This song made my list because of Eartha 
Kitt’s voice coupled with fun lyrics.  “Santa Baby” is 
also fun to sing along too.  Eartha Kitt is one of the 
most famous singers of all time, and “Santa Baby” is 
one of her greatest hits. 
4. Rockin’ Around the Christmas Tree — Brenda Lee
 “Rockin’ Around the Christmas Tree” is 
another favorite of mine because it’s a rock song.  
Usually Christmas songs have a relaxed, warm feeling, 
but this song brings the warmth of Christmas with 
the energy of a rock concert. 
5. Santa Claus is Coming to Town 
— Frank Sinatra and Cyndi Lauper
 Frank Sinatra has one of the greatest singing 
voices of all time, and so does Cyndi Lauper.  When this 
duo teamed up to sing “Santa Claus is Coming to Town,” 
I just had to include it on my list.   Frank and Cyndi make 
a great pair, which makes it one of my favorites.  

by Luke Blanchart

by Ashley Luschei

The Great Sweepstakes War
 I always thought 
sweepstakes were for eight-
year-olds turning in cereal 
box tops or eighty-year-
old ladies trying to win a 
coffeepot. Every Christmas, 
companies come up with 
a nifty way to get gullible 
shoppers (like eight-year-
olds and eighty-year-old 
ladies) to part with their 

money, called sweepstakes. 
 Basically, the more you buy from a company, 
the more chance you have of winning some big prize 
like an Audi convertible or an iPad. Obviously, the 
more expensive the prize, the smaller the chances of 
you winning it. 
 Usually, I avoid sweepstakes because they seem 
like a legalized version of a Ponzi scheme, along with 
other near-impossibilities, like getting into Harvard and 
finding a leprechaun. But this year, I bit the bullet. 
 While my mother and I were shopping at 
Albertson’s, I noticed she kept unfolding and folding this 
green brochure. Suspicious, I took the brochure from her, 
and had my worst fears confirmed. It was an Albertson’s 
Wish Big Win Big Sweepstakes Game Board. 
 If you are familiar with it, you probably 
know what it looks like, and the hysteria it has 
wrought upon everyone shopping at Albertson’s. 
If you haven’t, let me explain. Basically, it is a game 
board listing huge prizes, including a $250,000 cash 
prize, a $50,000 car, a $1,000 LED TV and an iPad 
2. To win these prizes, you have to collect Tickets 
with special numbers on them. You gather Tickets by 

shopping at the store and buying certain products. 
 I was not that enthusiastic...at first. But, 
after we bought our groceries and received thirty-
two Game Packets (each contains four Tickets and a 
coupon), I discovered that I was only ONE Ticket away 
from winning these yummy prizes: the iPad 2, $250,000 
in cash, Groceries for a Year, and the $50,000 car. 
 Let me repeat: ONE Ticket. 
 ONE TICKET, my brain screamed. ONE! 
 I have never been this lucky at winning 
anything. Unfortunately, turns out I do not handle 
lucky well. I became The Sweepstakes Monster. 
My trips to Albertson’s with my mom ceased to 
become simple trips to the grocery store. It became 
a battlefield, and I am not alone. Thousands of other 
shoppers have traded in their common sense to 
Win Big, and the results are ugly. Here are some 
examples:
 Once, when my mother and I left our 
grocery cart alone for a moment, I caught a little old 
lady poaching our Tickets from my mother’s purse. 
Another time, a pair of teenagers tried to snatch a 
pile of Tickets behind a cashier’s back. 
 People have cried in the middle of the 
grocery store when they do not get the Tickets 
they need to win. Someone out there is practicing 
voodoo magic. For the record, I have neither cried 
nor stolen nor done voodoo magic, but Wish Big 
Win Big is definitely bringing out my darker side. 
I’ve observed that, if one does her make-up right, 
a young male cashier may be persuaded into giving 
her an extra Ticket or two. 
  Occasionally, someone not playing the 
sweepstakes will give me their Tickets. I envy them, 

because I think about how insane The Great 
Sweepstakes War truly is. The chances of me winning 
the one Ticket, which I need to Win Big, are so small 
that I will probably find that leprechaun first. 
 But I am not giving up. Not yet. 

(By the way, if you are feeling generous, I am taking free 
Tickets until the end of January. Go to Ms. Marchica’s 
desk and leave your spare Tickets for me.   You probably 
can not win at this point, anyway).

Top Five 
Christmas Movies

From cheesy to classic

Merry Christmas Merry Christmas

    We all wait for 
that moment when we 
notice the little signs in 
the windows of Starbucks 
announcing that the fall 
and winter drinks are back. 
Everyone looks forward 
to a cold, rainy day as an 
excuse to drink one of our 
favorite holiday beverages.  
 The most popular 

drinks during these three months are the Pumpkin 
Spice latte, the White Chocolate Chip mocha, the 
Gingerbread latte, the Peppermint Frappuccino, and 
the Salted Caramel Hot Chocolate. 

 “My personal favorite is the Peppermint 
Hot Chocolate because its an amazing combination 
and I love it!”, said sophomore student Max Allen. 
 Being a frequent Starbucks drinker, I decided 
to try all of the holiday drinks in the two to three 
month span in which Starbucks offers the special 
drinks. With three more drinks to try, I would 
have to say that my favorite is the Peppermint Hot 
Chocolate and my least favorite is the Pumpkin Spice 
latte. Personally, I think that Starbucks should have 
more holiday drinks, and ones especially made for a 
younger audience. They would have more customers 
and it would be more enjoyable for people. 
 I also believe that Starbucks should have drinks 
for other seasons. By this I mean that they should have 
more limited-time-only drinks for every season.  
 All in all, the winter season is the best time 
of year to have that hot chocolate in your hand by 
the fire. Merry Christmas, JSerra!

by Lauren Vigue

Starbucks
Holiday Spirit



The Story of the 
Candy Cane

 As we celebrate 
the Christmas season there 
are many traditions that we 
celebrate but do not know 
where they came from. 
Here are some interesting 
facts about Christmas that 
you probably didn’t know!
 Christmas trees 
came from Germany in 
the 8th century when St. 

Boniface was spreading Christianity throughout 
Germany.  An evergreen in a house was a symbol 
for Christianity.
 The Druids believed mistletoe fell from 
heaven and grew onto a tree that sprang from 
Earth. Mistletoe represented the bond between 
heaven and earth. When a couple kisses, mistletoe 
symbolizes acceptance and reconciliation.
 Santa Claus is the patron saint of children and 
sailors. He was a 4th-century bishop from Asia Minor 
and was famous for giving gifts to all the children. His 
feast day, on December 6th, became a children’s holiday 
and was brought to America by Dutch settlers.
 The tradition of sending Christmas cards 
to friends and family started in the Victorian era in 
England. It started in 1843 when a business man by the 

name of Sir Henry Cole printed 
out a thousand black and white 
pictures of a family enjoying a 
Christmas meal. This became a 
hit because it was an easy way 
to send Christmas greetings to 
many people.
   The peppermint of the 
candy cane is the same as 

the middle eastern mint Hyssop which is 
mentioned in the Bible.

by Sean Robb

 Candy Canes are 
everywhere, especially 
during this time of year. 
They cover store shelves, 
decorate Christmas trees, 
and are a favorite treat of 
many. However, many do 
not know the origin of the 
candy cane. 
 The first historical 
information 

dates back to 1670 in Cologne, 
Germany where the choirmaster 
in the Cathedral bent sugar 
sticks into canes to signify 
a shepherd’s staff. In more recent 
time legend goes that this stick 
was changed to have a deeper spiritual 
meaning. 
 Legend goes that there was a 
candy maker who wanted to make a candy 
that would truly exemplify Christmas. 
He came upon the idea of a candy cane 
because he felt he could use a lot 
of signs and symbols of the season to reveal the 
true meaning of Christmas. 
 He started with a stick of candy of pure 
white, symbolizing the purity of Jesus and Mary. He 
chose to make it hard and crunchy to symbolize the 
solid rock on which Christianity is founded.
 The top of the candy cane was bent to 

resemble the shepherd’s cane of Jesus, “The Good 
Shepherd” to exemplify the first worshipers of Jesus 
in the manger, the shepherds. As he looked at this 
creation that meant so much to him, the candy 
maker thought it appeared a little plain for such a 
significant season. 
 “It needs some color,” he thought. Something 
red would help. That would give this cane a true 
Christmas look! So, he stained the white candy 
cane with red stripes to symbolize the scourge of 
Jesus, where he was whipped across his back. The 
red stripes on the candy cane would surely remind 
everybody of the blood Jesus shed on Good Friday. 
             The candy maker was doing very 

well so far, but he still wasn’t satisfied with 
his creation, so he began to pray, “Dear 
Jesus, help me to make my candy cane 
show the true meaning of Christmas.” 
Suddenly, the candy cane slipped from 

his hands and fell upside down on 
the floor.  When he looked down, 
he noticed that the candy cane 

was no longer a candy cane, but it 
appeared to be the letter “J”. 

  The candy maker realized that the 
“J” shape of the candy cane refers to 
Jesus! He immediately felt comfort and 

relief for Jesus is really what Christmas is 
all about. Therefore, as we celebrate the Christmas 
Season, let us all be mindful of the true meaning of 
Christmas and remember its spiritual center. 

by Sarah David
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 It’s beginning to 
look a lot like Christmas, 
especially when JSerra 
Baseball rounds up the 
entire program to unload a 
semi-truck full of beautiful 
Douglas firs and Grand 
Noble Christmas trees. 
This year they brought in 
around 400 trees and over 
300 wreaths for families 

and friends all over southern California.
  Baseball player Luke Martin said, “My 
favorite part of the JSerra Baseball Christmas tree 
fundraiser is unloading the trees off the truck, and 
smelling like scrumptious trees all day.  In fact, I tend 
to carry my used gloved around on this day, just to 
smell them. It’s the scent of the new generation.”

 
 Another player, Greg Dyakon, speaking on his 
favorite part of the event:  “Having the opportunity to 
help people during this Christmas season.”
 As parents showed up to pick up their 
trees they were greeted with hot cocoa, a delicious 
spread of food and JSerra baseball players to carry 
their trees to the parking lot and tie them down on 
to of whatever car they were driving.  
 This was a wonderful experience for 
everyone involved, as JSerra baseball players came 
together as a team to make all this happen, and 
managed to have a fantastic time doing it. This is 
a JSerra tradition that has been going on for the 
past five years and has helped the program pay for 
necessary equipment. 

by Matt Parker

JSerra Baseball
Selling 400 Trees?

I Think Yes!


