
       This 
year’s “Lets 
Play”-themed  
Homecoming 
Game and 
Dance was the 
best event to 
come through 
JSerra so far. 
Our King 
and Queen 

were twins, and our outcome was 
incredible.      
 Sarah Donovan said, as I 
interviewed her after she was crowned 
queen at half-time of Friday night’s 
football game vs. St. John Bosco, that 
she was “totally in shock that I won, 
and couldn’t have been any happier,” 
as was her brother, Jimmy, after it was 
announced to the crowd that he was 
king.  It’s funny that they had similar 
thoughts! 

 The participation was key to the success 
of Saturday night’s Homecoming dance.  Everyone 

seemed to be having a wonderful time on 
the dance floor, especially when the baseball 
team and their lovely dates climbed onto 
the stage with the DJ and danced the night 
away to “Party Rock Anthem” and “Mr.  
Saxobeat!”
 As I went around the dance floor and 
asked for peoples’ opinions on the music, and 
the dance in general, I didn’t receive anything 
but up-beat and positive answers.  It was 
reassuring to know that everyone was having 
equally as good of a time as I was! 
 The decorations in the JSerra 
Pavilion were excellent: beautifully-drawn 
large posters covered the gym above the 
dance floor, which, if anything, provided a 

good source of eye candy if you weren’t having a 
blast with your date. Hopefully everyone was! 
 So basically the dance had everything: great 
music, wonderful people, King and Queen, and love 
in the air…especially when the infamous “Don’t 
Stop Believing,” by Journey, erupted as the last slow 
dance song. All I heard were peoples’ outstanding 
comments towards the song.  
 Maybe this instilled hope into the students’ 
hearts, maybe this created a courageous build-up              
to ask that special girl to dance, possibly reassuring 
yourself to not take advantage of the ones we love, 
and to make the most of the situation you are in. 
Maybe we should all just never stop believing, and 
what better place to start than at a wonderful JSerra 
Homecoming weekend! 
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Save the Date
Fall Concert at SOKA.....November 2
Father-Daughter Dance...November 12
School Play:   “It’s A Wonderful Life”   
..........................December 2, 3, 4, 9,10

by Matt Parker

continued on page 3

by Sarah David

 “We are truly 
blessed to have somebody 
with Fr. Spitzer’s deep 
knowledge and vast 
experience as our Interim 
Rector,” Mr.  Frank Talarico, 
President and Interim 
Principal, announced. “His 
decision to lead our 
campus’ rich spiritual 
life serves as influential 

testimony of JSerra’s place as one of the finest and 
most well-rounded educational institutions in the 
region. I encourage students to introduce themselves 
to him—and take every possible opportunity 
to glean everything they possibly can from him.” 
 Father Spitzer is a Catholic Priest of the 
Society of Jesus. He entered the Jesuits on August 
17, 1974, took his first vows on August 21, 1976, and 
was ordained a priest on June 11, 1983, with final 
vows on April 4, 1992. 
 His educational background is equally 
impressive, earning a Ph.D. from Catholic University 
of America in 1988. He was President of Gonzaga 
University in Spokane, Washington from 1998-2008.  
 I had the honor of sitting down for a one-on-
one with Father Spitzer to discuss his experiences 
and ideas as well as plans for our JSerra community. 
 Question: As our new Rector, what goals 
and plans do you have for the faith formation of the 
JSerra student body, freshman to senior? 
 Father Spitzer: First, of course, is to 
continue the good work that the Norbertines 
have already been doing in conjunction with our 
board. We have a goal statement for our religious 
faith that has been submitted to the board. It has 
all the various areas outlined and my job will be to 
try to implement it. They are already in great part 
implemented; we will just moving to the next level, 
both on an intellectual level and spiritual level, and 
also to try and make the religious identity of our 
school very central to its general identity. In other 
words, our religious identity takes on the same force 
as our other identities like sports, etc. 
 Question: With your vast spiritual and 
academic experience at Gonzaga, do you have 
programs, plans, and goals in mind to meet the spiritual 
needs of our students, faculty, staff, and families? 
 Father Spitzer: My experience is at the 
university level but I see it as similar to this level because 

JSerra Blessed 
to Have 

Father Spitzer
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        The JSerra 
bathrooms on the 
first floor of Building 
Three have been 
labeled “haunted” 
by a few students 
who claim they have 
physically seen and 
heard the presence 
of ghosts.  One digital 
photography student 

Brandon Heinrich tells of his experiences.
 “We went into the bathroom to try 
and get some crazy pictures in the dark and 
then…it happened.  We took a picture and 
a shadow appeared in the flash.  We 
also heard what sounded like a 
girl giggling. I didn’t know what 
to think at this point.
 After we heard 
the voices the only thing 
that I was thinking about 
was to get out of the 
bathrooms.  or at least 
turn the lights on.  
Before I knew it, though, 
all of us were bolting 
towards the door.”  
 Brandon goes 
on to explain that 
he and another digital 
photography student, Mike 
Heenan, reported their 
experience to Fr. Damien.  
Afterward, Fr. Damien found it 
necessary to bless the bathrooms.
 This question is commonly asked.  
Are demons or “ghosts” real and can they 
haunt places or hurt humans? Fr. Damien 
shares his perspective. 
 “A certain place can be haunted for 
the following reasons: for one, God can 
permit a soul of a person that is deceased 
in purgatory to appear to someone so that 
the soul can be prayed for.  In my personal 
experience, when a house is ‘haunted’ I 
would usually celebrate mass for the person 
that has died there.  

 “Another possibility could be that there 
is a demon present, which is an angel that has 
rejected God.  So yes, demons do exist and 
this would be the worst case scenario.”  
 Father Damien goes onto answer 
the question whether or not demons could 
harm a human.  
   “Demons are able to possess someone’s 
body, but they cannot cause someone to 
sin.  For instance, there are priests that have 
performed exorcisms and, physically speaking, 
their bodies have been tormented and their 
health is ruined forever.”
 Father Damien concludes that he 
does not know for sure that the bathrooms 

are actually haunted but it is 
certainly a possibility.  If you 

ask the digital photography 
summer school students, 

they will tell you that the 
bathroom in building 
three is, or at least was, 
definitely haunted.  Yes, 
people may say that 
ghost stories like this 
are false and just a myth.
However, there have 
also been accounts from 
teachers that have seen 

a ghost.  For instance, Ms. 
Stehney, a photography 

teacher, claims she too has 
seen a ghost on campus.  

 It is up to you to decide 
whether or not to believe these 

stories.  Some of you will chose to stick 
to your self-comforting beliefs that there 
are no such things as ghosts.  However, now 
you may want to think twice before going 
into the Building Three bathroom alone.

by James Samuel

            Sunday, October 16, 
2011, several members of 
JSerra’s faculty traveled to 
San Francisco to run the 
Nike Women’s Marathon.  
Ms. Gibson, Mrs. Huie, 
and Ms. Wildermuth ran 
the full marathon, and Ms. 
Carter and Mrs. Crayton 
ran the half marathon. The 
distance of the marathon 

is 26.2 miles, and the half marathon is 13.1 miles.  
 The Nike Women’s Marathon is a race to 
benefit the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society.  I 
talked with Ms. Gibson about the race and when 
I asked her what it felt like to cross the finish line 
after the grueling 26.2 miles, she replied, “It was 
the best feeling of my entire life.”  All these faculty 
members put in training before the race to get in 
shape.  Finishing a marathon is no easy task, and 
these ladies conquered the challenge. 

Teachers Hit 
the Pavement 

Rachel’s Challenge
Kicks off 

Red Ribbon Week

JSerra students sign the Rachel’s Challenge banner, pledging to 
start a “chain reaction of kindness.”  Rachel Scott, a student 
at Columbine High School, was the first victim of the random 
shootings.  Her writings and artwork foreshadowed her future 
impact on the hearts and actions of those determined to make a 
positive difference in this world. 

JSerra’s own Ms. Robyn Gibson and Mrs. Olivia Huie
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Haunted...or Not??? Saint Martin 

of Tours
Feast Day: November 11

What It Means 
to be a Leader

by Katia Bergstrom

UPCOMING CAMPUS MINISTRY EVENTS

Kairos 17: 11/29/2011 (Full)
Junior Retreat: 11/9/2011 

Kairos 18: 2/14/2012 (Open)
Kairos 19: 4/17/2012 (Open)

 Saint Martin of 
Tours was born in Hungary 
in the year 316.  When his 
parents moved to Italy, 
Martin became attracted 
to the Catholic faith, and 
became a catechumen. 
 As his father was a 
veteran, Martin became a 
soldier at age fifteen.  One 
day, as he was riding on his 

horse, he met a beggar that was practically naked 
and almost freezing to death.  Martin took pity on 
the beggar, cut his military cloak in half and gave it 
to the beggar.  That night, Jesus appeared to him in 
a dream and said, “Look, Martin isn’t even baptized 
yet, but he gave me his cloak.”  Saint Martin of Tours 
is often depicted with this image.
 At the age of eighteen, Martin became 
baptized.  Afterwards, when other troops were 
planning for war, Martin told the other soldiers that 
his faith forbid him to go into battle.  Enraged, they 
threw him into prison, claiming he was a coward.  
The other soldiers wanted to put him in the front 
of the battle.  On the contrary, they never got the 
chance to start the battle, because the enemies 
wanted to surrender and have peace instead of war.  
Martin was released.
 Martin went to visit his parents.  While 
he was on his journey, he was attacked by thieves.  
During the incident, 
Martin was able to 
convert one of the 
thieves.  Martin got 
to his destination 
safely, and learned 
that his mother 
had been converted 
to Christianity. 
However, his father 
had not.  
 M a r t i n 
became a hermit 
for ten years.  The 
monks were attracted by his holiness.  However, not 
everyone was as charmed. Some people, still caught 
up in their old practices, tried to scare Martin by 
dressing up as Roman gods and approaching him in 
the middle of the night.
 In one town, there was a tree that the pagan 
people loved very much.  Martin ordered the tree to 
be cut down; the people agreed, but only if Martin 
would stand where it would fall.  Martin did as they 
wished, but as the tree toppled over, it swerved to 
avoid him!
 In 371, when the Bishop of Tours died, the 
Christian people wanted Martin to become Bishop.  
He did.  He worked many miracles through God’s 
grace and he was honored by his people.  
 Martin died in 397.  He was canonized soon 
after his death.  He is the patron saint of soldiers and 
veterans.  Saint Martin is also called The Glory of Gaul, 
(Gaul is modern-day France,) and Martin the Merciful.

by Katie Ashby

  Last spring I was 
granted the opportunity to 
tag along on the concluding 
Kairos of the year with a few 
of my classmates. As a junior 
surrounded by a bunch of 
seniors, I felt like a fish out 
of water. However, after 
spending just a few days 
with these upperclassmen 
and the amazing campus 

ministry leader, Franics, those seniors became some 
of my closest friends. Kairos, a week-long retreat 
for seniors, has this incredible ability to transform a 
person’s outlook on faith and build lasting friendships 
between that person and their peers. 
 Oftentimes people wonder how someone can 
change so drastically in such a short amount of time. 
Some go so far as to speculate that there is “something 
in the punch” or that Kaiors is some ridiculous Jesus 
convention. However, Kairos is none of these things. It 
is something unexplainable and life-altering. 

 After my experience on Kairos last year, I 
decided to kick off the school year by leading the first 
one. I knew it was going to be a big responsibility, but 
I was ready to accept the challenge.  In all honesty, 
I am not usually one to go in front of a crowd and 
spill my heart out, but sometimes you have to face 
your fears to touch another person’s life. 
 By being a leader, Kairos has enabled me 
to step outside my comfort zone and reach out to 
others.  The definition of a leader is someone who 
is followed by others. The definition of Kairos is the 
“right or opportune time.” Place them side by side 
and you get the epitome of what it means to be a 
Kairos Leader. It is leading a group of people, fellow 
high school seniors, at the right time in their lives. 
Being a leader means that you are willing to guide 
people in times of suffering and set an example of 
what it truly means to live a life for Christ. 
 I really recommend becoming a leader or 
going on a Kairos during your time at JSerra. Your 
life can be drastically changed in those short four 
days. Time spent in Kairos is opportune, it is the 
right time; the time to turn your life around. 

Father Spitzer
continued from front page

I want to listen and not reinvent the wheel. At mass 
today the students very clearly participate and they 
were attentive so there are a lot of things going well at 
the school. Alternatively, I can see some opportunities 
especially in the intellectual, school identity and 
academic development areas where I can make a 
difference. I had a huge role at Gonzaga in these areas 
and I want to allow the faculty’s great strength to come 
out. I also want to use my experience and background 
in the academic discussion of Faith and Reason, the 
evidence for God from physics and philosophy, and 
the historical study of the New Testament to benefit 
the faculty and students as we pursue making religion 
central to our purpose and our identity.
 Question:  What is your measure of success 
for the spiritual growth of a JSerra student?
 Father Spitzer: How our students are 
relating more and more deeply to God!  Are they 
aware of the presence of God in their daily lives…the 
unconditional love of God for them…the many ways 
in which God guides them and how to discern this?  
But above all is they have confidence in God’s love 
ever more deeply, and the interior life of each student 
and the life of the school is measured by Faith, Hope 
and Love as they become faith leaders in their church 
and schools. We can anecdotally measure trends now 
in the importance of faith in a student’s life, their 
awareness and confidence in God’s love and even how 
drawn they are to live a faith-filled life as the school 
retreats bring these traits out. If the JSerra alumni are 
not faith leaders of the future we have got a problem 
because who will the leaders be? These are good signs 
but I will see the success in 12 years as they write 
books, serve on parish boards and become heads of 
ethics boards at universities, as well as emerge front 
and center for our hopes as Catholic leaders of the 
future. I will assume the fruits will be good!
 Question: What advice would you give a 
future graduate who is completing their faith walk 
at a safe environment and beginning a journey in the 
adult world of higher education? 
 Father Spitzer: I say definitely pick a 
school where your faith will be allowed to be 
nourished. Make a campus visit. Do not just go to the 
best academic school for undergraduate…maybe 
for graduate work… but if you have a chance to go 
to a top school like Gonzaga or Notre Dame, the 
presence of God will knock you right over on your 
campus visit. You will see these kids really BELIEVE 
and more importantly, they will be very supportive 
of your faith…at Gonzaga, a freshman student told 
me after a mass of 700-800 students …“what I like 
best about Gonzaga is that it is not uncool to be 
religious here.” It is a message of faith support and 
safety among the students.  Faith nourishment is a 
vital part of campus life. In other non-faith based 
schools, you must step up and join activities like 
the catholic student center but they are automatic 
at faith centered schools. I often wonder …if I had 
not gone to Gonzaga… I am not sure what I would 
have done or where I would be today but now I 
believe I have the best possible life because of that 
experience. That is why it is so important to make 
that choice of higher education centered on faith 
nourishment.



JSerra Arts

Artists and Writers
Do you love to write songs? Stories? Poems? 
Do you love to paint? Draw? Photograph? Are 
you an artist and want to share it? Do you want 
the real chance of getting your work published? 
This is your chance to make yourself official. 
If interested, please e-mail Mr. Kahl at jkahl@
jserra.org or contact our student editors at 
JSerralitmag@gmail.com. 

Original poem by Alexa Leigh Corbett, Class of 2008

Original Scratchboard by Lauren Meeker

 Congratulations to Haleigh Cummings, 
Cody Dupuis, Caroline Koss, Emilee Miller, 
Alexa McBride, Ashley Nilssen, Daniel Perazzo, 
Halo St. Clair Baird, Lauren Strnad, Frank 
Sundstedt…and all who contributed to the 
beauty book, “Beauty Perceived.”  These JSerra 
photography students will be exhibiting their 
work at The Laguna Beach Art Museum from 
October 30, 2011 to January 22, 2012. 
 The show is in conjunction with a 
tremendous show, Best Kept Secret: UCI and 
the Development of Contemporary Art in 
Southern California, 1964-1971. 
 “As their photography teacher, I am so 
proud of all of my students!” Ms. Stehney said.  
“These students have learned that hard work 
and high standards produce excellence in art.  
Their extraordinary works exhibited in this 
show reveal the creativity and high aspirations 
of young people. The project they will be 
showing is about their perception of beauty.  
The book we created will be on exhibit as well.  
I have more information if needed!”
 The book, “Beauty Perceived,” is also 
for sale at BLURB.COM.  Please search rstehney 
or beauty perceived.  All proceeds  will go to 
“The Children of the Blind” charity as well as 
to JSerra photo equipment.

Student 
Photography 

at Laguna Beach 
Art Museum

Student WorkJSerra Musicians 
to Perform at 

SOKA University

by Nikki Ashrafian

     Come support JSerra’s 
music  performance, “Fall 
Blessings,” on November 2, 
6:30 PM, at Soka University’s 
brand new art center. 
The Steel Drum Band, 
Chamber Orchestra, Wind 
Ensemble and Jazz Band will 
be performing.   And the 
best part is ADMISSION IS 
FREE! This is a family event 

so please invite all your family and friends to support 
our talented musicians.
 This year, JSerra has a collaborative 
relationship with Soka and our music students have 
been working long and hard for many weeks to 
make it a spectacular performance. The auditorium 
seats up to 1,000 people, so Mrs. Backes, JSerra’s 
music teacher, and the rest of the performers, are 
looking forward to seeing as many JSerra students, 
faculty, and staff as possible. 
          The music department have many upcoming 
performances throughout the year. On Wednesday, 
December 14, they will have their Christmas 
concert in the JSerra Center Room.  The band also 
submitted an application to perform at Downtown 
Disney in the spring. 
 On Wednesday, May 16th, JSerra and St. 
Anne’s school will host a joint Pops Concert at the 
JSerra Center Room in the evening.  On May 19th 
they will be having a concert at the Irvine Spectrum 
in front of the ferris wheel, from 4-6 PM.  
 Make sure to come to all the JSerra musical 
performances this year. Mrs. Backes is not only a 
fantastic band teacher, but a hard working, talented 
musician. This past year she has been working on 
background music for a documentary about a little 
girl’s life that was taken due to cancer. The film will be 
entered in the spring for the Newport Film Festival. 
Mrs. Backes and the band will truly love your support. 
Hope to see you all there. 

“Take Away” 
Original poem by Alyssa Aehle 

I wish I didn’t care what other people thought 
But how to rid myself of this curse I know not 
For what haunting secrets would others see 
If they could view the true soul inside of me 
Take away facades, the fronts, and the airs 
Take away the illusions, look past what I wear 
What do you see...personality, beliefs, a fear of rejection? 
That everyone needs someone who’s willing to listen? 
Take away the hairspray, the makeup, and the jewelry 
Take away the props; look past the scenery 
What do yo see...a human being, a real person, a child of 
   God? 
That as individuals we all possess flaws? 
Take away the hair, the eyes, and the skin 
Take away the remaining exterior; look deep within 
What do you see...values, a heart, a soul? 
That a desire to be loved as I am flows through my 
   veins as a whole? 
Stripped of its walls, my genuine soul appears 
   before you 
For God made each original, and of ourselves 
   there are never two.



JSerra Arts Opinion

The Paw Print welcomes reader feedback and the free 
exchange of ideas.  Please keep your opinions brief and to 
the point to be considered for publication.  All letters must 
contain your full name and grade level, or if a non-student, 
your full name and city of residence. Submissions must be 
e-mailed to Mr. Kahl at jkahl@jserra.org with a subject 
heading of “Letters to the Editor.” 

Letters to the Editor

Point/Counterpoint
Are Freshmen and Seniors So Different?

by Katia Bergstrom

by Clarice Juska

by Mary Lou Kerins

Girls’ Skirts
       Many girls feel 
their skirts are too long; 
therefore they roll them 
up.  But there is a problem 
with girls rolling up their 
skirts—it violates modesty, 
a Christian virtue.  Modesty 
is very important, since it 
shows that you respect 
your body as a temple 
of the Holy Spirit.  In my 

opinion, since we are a Catholic school, we should 
enforce the virtue of modesty.  
 I do understand that girls roll up their skirts 
because they want to feel accepted and do what 
everyone else is doing.  I would like to be accepted 
also, but not by rolling up my skirt, as it doesn’t 
respect modesty.  Some girls do it to attract boys.  
A better way to attract boys would be if the boy 
likes you, and not because the girl wants the boy to 
pay attention to her skirt. 
 There are other ways to feel accepted.  For 
example, join a club, or get more involved in the school.  
Being immodest in the way you dress shouldn’t be 
something that girls do to feel accepted.                                  
 Some girls are getting away with short skirts 
this year.  I believe that this rule ought to be enforced, 
because the virtues of modesty and chastity are 
lost in today’s world.  Modesty shows that you are 
good Christian.  It also shows that you respect your 
body.  Modesty tells other people that you aren’t 
willing to show off your body.  It shows that you are 
independent, and that you aren’t a follower.  It shows 
that, since you are in a Catholic school, you take your 
school rules and beliefs very seriously. 
 Our bodies are temples of The Holy Spirit.  
We don’t want to ever commit bodily damage to it.

by Taylor Short 

 The Class of 2012 
is the graduating class of 
JSerra Catholic High School 
this year. On the flip side, 
the Class of 2015 are the 
freshmen of JSerra Catholic 
High School for the year 
2011-2012. The difference 
between these two classes 
is the 370 14-15 year olds 
and the 350 17-18 year 

olds. Based on these numbers the maturity level 
varies between the freshmen and seniors.
 Since the seniors have been at this school 
for almost four years, it is like their second home 
to them and they are comfortable with the staff, 
students, and the campus. Meanwhile, the freshmen 
are very timid and scared to make fools out of 
themselves because they have only been here for a 
few months. 
 The seniors view us, I’m guessing, as 
just little baby Lions that tend to be annoying 
sometimes.  Around seniors the freshmen are very 
different from when they are just in class with other 
freshmen classmates. Some freshmen view seniors 
as intimidating, while other freshmen look up to 
them and have many friends that are seniors.   
 At break, the freshmen stand in front of the 
Bistro and block the walkway so that other students 
can not get by. My guess as to why freshmen do 
this is because there are no more tables to sit at 
and they are afraid to stand in the middle of the 
courtyard where there is room.   Another reason 
is that they just want to  blend in with other kids 
sitting at tables near the bistro. Finally, freshmen are 
so in love with the bistro, they always get food or a 
drink. The seniors are very calm and go to sit with 
their friends at a table in the courtyard at break. If 
they want something from the Bistro they simply go 
to get it and take it back to their table to eat it, and 
therefore don’t block the walkway. 
 Something that bothers people are freshmen 
at the football games. Aren’t you supposed to watch the 
games instead of standing in the entrance, talking to all 
of your friends? I do get it, it is a time to socialize but it 
also a time to cheer your JSerra Lions on and hope they 
win. The seniors sit in the stands with their friends and 
watch the game as they are supposed to. That is how I 
personally think the football games are supposed to go. 
I believe this comes with maturity because they have to 
develop the patience to sit down and watch the game. 
  On the other hand both classes are alike. 
They are both adjusting to how much freedom they 
have, but in different ways. The seniors have a lot 
more than they had as juniors, sophomores and 
freshmen.  And the freshmen are getting used to 
the transition from middle school to high school. 
They both want to have a great year and a lot of fun, 
because it is the freshmen’s first year in high school 
and it is the seniors’ last year to ever be in high 
school. Both classes want to make everything count 
because these are the years they will remember 
forever.

         When I walk across 
campus I barely notice 
which students are 
freshmen. It doesn’t cross 
my mind to think about 
them until the morning 
break comes around and 
there is a general block 
of freshmen in front of 
the Bistro. Everyone that 
does not make up “The 

Block” must weave through them. Because seniors 
are generally taller, it is interesting how one can 
see the other side but must push through a mass 
of, for the most part, shorter freshmen to do so. 
I do not want to complain and am just stating an 
observation, but  I think that freshmen should be a 
little more considerate and leave space for people 
to walk through them. 
 I remember being a freshmen and thinking, 
“Wow these people seem so on purpose and 
grown-up,” when I would see seniors in the hallways. 
But being a senior is not like that entirely because 
while certain things do come easier than when we 
were freshmen, in my opinion, we are not always on 
purpose and some endeavors can seem really hard 
to carry out.
 I think most upper class students might 
look down on the freshmen at least once during 
their time here. They may be critiquing how they 
act or look or how they seem to carry their whole 
locker in the backpacks. But I think that we should all 
remember that we were once just like them in many 
ways and we were also in their same situation.   
 Freshmen have a new vigor for their four 
years here and seniors feel as if they can’t wait to go 
to college. So in this way, freshmen and seniors are 
similar. Seniors want to start fresh at a new place 
with different people, while freshmen have that same 
curious pursuit. We are both looking for a place that 
will guide us in our future. Freshmen want to find 
their place at their new high school and seniors are 
looking for that place in a college in which they will 
spend the next four years of their lives. 
 So although we have differences in our 
behaviors and frames of mind, we are actually 
similar in many aspects. I find that when people talk 
about seniors and freshmen we tend to focus on 
the differences. We should see that both classes 
have more in common than we might think because 
we both have the same desires, but they may come 
in different forms. 

The opinions expressed here are those of the student journalist.  
They do not reflect the views of the JSerra faculty, staff or administration. 

  During high school, 
college is a pressure that can 
sometimes push you over 
the edge. Parents, teachers, 
and fellow students expect 
you to strive to do your best.  
And for what? So you can get 
into an Ivy League school? 
   People forget that 
college isn’t for everyone. 
I think it’s good to go to 

college, but we still need mechanics, plumbers, 
gardeners, and other people to fill jobs that don’t 
require a college degree. 
 Parents sometimes put too much pressure 
on their kids. I have seen friends fight with their 
parents over college issues. I have also seen many 
friends lose perspective of what’s actually important 
in life and instead, focus on their studies and forget 
about everything and everyone else. Whether 
Princeton...or Colorado, what school you go to 
does not predict your future. 
 College can be a stress in your life if you 
make it so.  But it can be simple if you want that.

College Stress 

Student Work



Profiles
 Michael Salzle is a 
senior whose achievements 
are off the map and has 
accomplished so much 
already.  He is a well-rounded 
kid who is not afraid to try 
different things.   
            Michael is a 
talented athlete who 
started competing in 
gymnastics when he was 

in 4th grade.  Salzle instantly emerged as a star 
by being one of the top gymnast in the country 
for his age group. Michael reached the National 
Gymnastics championships for the trampoline 

during middle school but retired from the sport 
entering freshman year. 
 Also in middle school Salzle was a 
competitive runner who competed in the Junior 
Olympics for two years. In high school Salzle is 
a multi-sport athlete competing  for the Cross 
Country, Basketball, and Baseball teams. Michael is 
currently third on the cross country team and is a 
main reason why the running lions are having their 
strongest season ever. 
 Although Michael is quite the impressive 
athlete, his extracurricular activities do not stop at 
sports. Little do people know that Michael Salzle 
is a top violinist and has traveled the world playing 
the violin. Salzle started playing the violin in the 
fourth grade and still plays to this day. Last summer 
he traveled to Spain with a small orchestra playing 
across the country. 
 In academics Michael is at the top of the class 
of 2012 with a GPA above a 4.0 and a rigorous senior 
class course made up of mainly AP classes. Salzle 
wants to attend Dartmouth University next fall and 
plans on majoring in the field of medicine. The future 
looks bright for Michael Salzle as his life through high 
school has been nothing short of extraordinary. 

by Sean Robb

by Ashley Luschei

Michael Salzle

 On JSerra’s campus, 
the Drama Department 
is woefully underrated. 
Most people do not even 
know that JSerra has 
hired a new dramatic arts 
teacher, Donna Convertino. 
But within the drama 
department’s small home 
near the yoga rooms, called 
the Black Box, there is no 

doubt who takes center stage. 
 When I walk in, Ms. Convertino deftly 
manages to calm excited advanced theater class and 
sets them to work so we can interview. The first 
thing I notice is that she has literally painted the 
town red; the Black Box is no longer the Black Box, 
but now features a brilliant red wall that makes the 
small room seem infinitely larger. 
 Testifying to her inner actor, Convertino easily 
commands the attention of the entire room. One of 
her students, Kate Brogden, calls her a “directorial 
hurricane.” She’s also full of endless surprises. Another 
student, Keri Adams, asks for her help on a Japanese 
musical piece, at which Ms. Convertino breezily replies 
with a string of perfectly capable Japanese. Turns out, 
she has lived in Japan for an entire year. The whole 
room is aflutter with this news. 
 Perhaps this should not be so surprising, 
given her illustrious film, theater and dance career,  
mentored initially by world-renknowned dance 
master Joe Tremaine, under whom she trained 8 
hours a day for years. Her daughter, JSerra sophomore 
Nika Convertino, is hardly any less incredible; a world 
class gymnast and actress in her own right, Nika also 
possesses her mother’s combination of hard work and 
talent; she was ranked second in California on beam. 

 I n d e e d , 
Nika’s not easily 
defeated. Due to 
an unfortunate 
surgery in 
which she had 
to have several 
bones removed, 
injures which 
“were not 
g y m n a s t i c s 
b a s e d ” , 
C o n v e r t i n o 
says, Nika has 

experienced a setback, but “she’s getting back on 
training, she’s getting back on things.” 
 There is no Tiger Mom going on here. 
It’s not her style. Convertino, beaming with pride, 
points out that her daughter, “absolutely pushes 
herself. I encourage her, but I don’t do any of that. 
Out of the four professional jobs she has done, she 
has booked three of those herself.” Nika is in the 
play. How does she feel about her mother directing 
her.  “She’s totally used to it. She just goes with it.” 
 This goes for her students as well. “The reason 
why I teach is not to get kids into the business. It’s to 

build their confidence—sometimes we get blocked, 
by our circumstances, by our headgames.” Shy kids 
are especially her favorite. “Almost my favorite 
kind. They have a kind of sensitivity that the more 
extroverted types occasionally lack. I love being in 
that experience, helping them discover themselves.” 
 Convertino is directing JSerra’s “It’s A 
Wonderful Life,” a play about a businessman who 
discovers what life would be like if he had never 

been born. She’s 
not worried 
about the small 
space in which 
to stage the 
play, a room 
smaller than 
most people’s 
living rooms. 
 “We can 
only sit about 
80 kids per 
show,” she says. 
“That’s what we 
want. We don’t 
even want to go 
to the Center 
Room with ‘It’s 

a Wonderful Life.’ We want the audience to feel all 
of it—it might be uncomfortable sometimes, it may 
be a tight squeeze, but we want all of it—we want 
to bring the 40s back to them.” 
       Convertino is envisioning big things for the 
department, including taking out walls and expanding 
the Black Box, but the most interesting of these is 
an exciting new program she is starting, an Above 
and Below the Line Program, in which kids who are 
interested in directing and supervising and producing 
can take a part in the theater program. 
 “Above the line is the creative force of the 
stage—the director, the writer, the actors,” Convertino 
explains. “Below the line is the physical labor, you might 
say—the lighting, the stage managers, the supervisors. 
That’s something I’d like to have at this school, a proper 
Above and Below the Lines program.” 
 She smiles. Just speaking about it lights up 
her face. “We have a couple of kids doing it right now. 
Keri Adams and Nika and Sasseen [Najjar], they’re 
assisting me right now in ‘It’s A Wonderful Life.’”
 Is there anything she’s not stellar at? “I wish 
I was a better tapper,” she admits. “Tap dancing is so 
interesting to watch. And clogging is awesome.”
 It’s almost impossible to believe that she was 
hired just two weeks before school 
began. “Here I was, just running in 
there, looking for a place to rent my 
studio,” she says, with a laugh, “and 
they take a look at my resume, and 
then they ask if I would like to work 
here.
 “And I say yes, and—” 
she casts a glance around her 
drama room, drinking in her little 
kingdom, “here I am today.”

Donna Magnani-Convertino 
and Daughter Nika



 Saturday, October 
1, Matt & Kim, My Chemical 
Romance, and Blink-182 
performed at the Honda 
Center as part of the 
Honda Civic Tour.  
 Matt & Kim 
began the night by playing 
songs from their album 
“Cameras,” and ended with 
their hit song, “Daylight.”  

My Chemical Romance came on next, playing songs 
from their albums, “Danger Days,” and “The Black 
Parade.”  

 The main attraction though, was Blink-182.  
The crowd erupted when they took the stage and 
started playing.  Travis Barker, Mark Hoppus, and Tom 
DeLonge played their hit songs, “What’s My Age 
Again?” and “I Miss You.”  The pit was completely 
full for the whole concert, and people were crowd-
surfing in hopes of making it to the stage for a high-
five from either Hoppus or DeLonge.  
 About 10 songs into the set list, a large black 
curtain fell over the stage so the band members 
could not be seen.  When the curtain came down 
the drummer of Blink-182, Travis Barker, was sitting 
on a platform that was attached to the ceiling of 
the Honda Center.  The platform also had a drum 

set attached to it, and Barker started 
to play. All of a sudden, the platform 
lifted from the stage, and went into 
the air.  Barker was beating on the 
drums while he was hoisted over the 
crowd.  For about 10 minutes, Travis 
Barker performed a drum solo while 
flying through the air.  
 After Barker came down to the 
stage, he got back on his normal drum 
set and finished off the set list with 
Hoppus and DeLonge.  The concert 
ended with more songs from Blink-
182’s album, “Neighborhoods,” and 
that concluded the concert.  

Profiles Entertainment
Footloose

Movie Review

by Luke Blanchart

Blink - 182
Concert Review

 “Footloose” is one 
of the top movies that is 
soaring at the box office.  
It is based off of the 
original version created in 
1984, but adds a modern 
twist to it.
 Ren MacCormack, 
a boy from Boston, 
Massachusetts, moves to 
Bomont, a small town 

filled with a painful memory.  Years before, five 
teens died after going out, creating a law banning 
dancing and loud music.  The boy falls in love with 
Ariel, whose father is Reverend Shaw Moore, one 
of the main proponents of the law.  Ariel is able to 
overcome her troubles and find herself with Ren’s 
help.  Ren uses his courage and determination to 
challenge the law and tries to bring the town back 
to what it used to be.

 I thought the movie was one of the best 
dance movies I’ve seen.  The dancing is exciting and 
upbeat, with new music and modern styles of dance.  
There are hip hop, jazz, and formal dance styles.  The 
music is a variety of styles and is fun.  The classic 
“Footloose” song is also in the beginning and end 
of the movie, just as it is in the original version.  
Compared to the original version, the new version 
offers a more modern style that people can relate 
to more.  There is hardship and frustration that is 
overcome in the end with the help of music and 
dance.
 The acting is also very good, considering 
the new stars that are in it, including Julianne Hough 
and Kenny Wormald.  Combined with dancing, 
their acting makes the movie energetic and lively.  I 
highly recommend this movie for anyone interested 
in dance, love, and stories that have an ending of 
success.  It is definitely a must-see!

by Max Allen

 Everyone wants 
to go to Knott’s in the 
month of October.   The 
whole park is spooked out 
and made to scare you. 
The rides are open and 13 
mazes are set up for you 
and your friends to walk 
t h r o u g h . 
T h e s e 
mazes have 

new surprises just around every 
corner, waiting to jump out at you. 
 Some people think that 
Knott’s is terrifying, while others 
don’t get very scared. Sophomore 
Lauren Vigue says, “I was scared at 
first but then I realized they are just 
actors and from that point on I was 
not afraid.” 
 The staff also dresses up 
into one thousand ghouls and monsters to follow 
you around and creep you out. One group wears 
knee pads and metal-toed shoes in addition to their 
masks and makeup for the purpose of running up 
behind people and sliding on their knees, making 
sparks fly and a very loud noise. Another group of 
the staff carries chain saws everywhere, running 
after people while revving the saws.

 Senior Sean Robb remarks, “It’s a great 
place to go to with a group of friends. It can be 
scary but if you watch out for the monsters and 
keep an eye on where they are, they can’t startle 
you as much.” 
 If you have not been to Knott’s this year, 
get a group of friends and go. If you are a roller 
coaster lover, then you will enjoy the rides. A new 

ride recently opened called Windseeker. Rising 300 
feet into the air, Windseeker will take sixty-four 
passengers to new heights as it ascends above the 
theme park and then swings them for a ride like 
no other. The other classic roller coasters include 
the Xcelerator, which runs at 82 miles per hour, the 
Silver Bullet, and the wooden Ghostrider. Go, and 
have an awesome night!

Get Scared!!!

by Nikole Johnston



Sports
Girls Tennis

       Girls Varsity Volleyball 
is acing the court this year. 
This season, they beat 
Rosary for the second 
time in JSerra history. The 
team has accomplished a 
lot over the past few years.  
No one can put into words 
the progress of the team 
better than the players 
themselves, especially the 

seniors, who have played the longest.
 Hailey Prescher, a senior, usually plays 
outside hitter. She has been a valuable and 
competitive member of the Girls Varsity Volleyball 
Team since her freshman year.  

 When asked about the difference between 
this year’s team and previous years’ teams, Prescher 
observed, “We have more of a family bond this 
year. We love each other as if we’re sisters and will 
usually do anything for each other.” 
 This bond between the players is especially 
important on the court, where the girls have to 
work together in order to beat their opponents. 
 Regarding opponents, the team’s biggest 
rivals are Santa Margarita, Rosary, and OLU (Orange 
Lutheran). This year, the girls defeated Rosary in an 
intense game that Prescher feels was “the most 
challenging, yet exciting game” this year. For her, 
winning the Rosary game at JSerra was “one of the 
best and most exciting games of my life.” 
 As for what she likes best about the team, 
Prescher said, “I love how much more intense we’ve 
become, and how into the game we are. We have a great 
group of girls this year on the team with really great 
hearts and personalities. Myself and all of the seniors are 
going to miss this program so much next year! It’s been 
a long journey that is finally coming to an end.”
 As the seniors’ time on Varsity Volleyball comes 
to an end, many of them have high hopes for future seasons. 
Though they won’t be on the court, they will continue to 
believe in the program they’ve seen progress in.  Prescher 
has a bright outlook for the future of the team. 
 “I trust that all the girls in the future will help 
develop this program into what I’ve always dreamed 
it could become.” Her final words showed the true 
enthusiasm of the team:  “Go hard or go home.”
 Girls Varsity Volleyball continues to progress 
into a formidable sports program at JSerra. The 
2011 season continues to prove that. The hard work, 
determination, and commitment of the girls is paying off 
and their teachers and fellow students are noticing.

 Mr. Empting,  a 
math teacher at JSerra 
Catholic High School, 
challenged Leslie Chang, 
a JSerra Girls Tennis team 
player currently ranked 
number 38 in California 
and number 239 in the 
nation, to a tennis match. It 
began when Leslie walked 
into Mr. Empting’s business 

math class carrying her tennis racquets; he bet her 
that he would win, the winner taking a prize. 
 Mr. Empting played tennis “back in the 
day” and laughs as he says he had confidence “until 
another student told me she was ranked in the state 
in women’s tennis, then I thought she set me up.” 
 Before the match officially started, Mr. 
Empting asked Leslie if she would spot him two games 
and she didn’t hear him correctly so she nodded yes 
and unwillingly let him win the first two games. 

     Leslie says, 
“that didn’t phase 
me though.” Leslie’s 
entire math class 
came to watch the 
match, as well as Mr. 
Evan’s astronomy 
class. So as Leslie 
put it, “we had a nice 
crowd of spectators.” 
Leslie won and after 
the match Mr. Empting 
shook her hand and 

asked her for a rematch. 
 “Leslie’s hard, long hours of work and 
dedication are quite obvious the minute you begin 
to play her,” Mr. Empting says.
           Leslie won the 
match, just as she expected. 
She says, “the match was so 
much fun, probably one of the 
highlights of my senior year 
so far. This is just one of the 
many ways that shows how 
different the teacher/student 
dynamic is here at JSerra, and 
how they really care about 
the whole student, and want 
to make learning fun.” 
    Another 
match may be soon to come!  
Austin Meredith, a senior mens 
tennis player at JSerra, offered 
to give Mr. Empting lessons so 
he can “kick her butt” next 
time.  We’ll see how that one 
goes.  Stay tuned JSerra.

by Mary Lou Kerins

by Lauren Vigue

 This years girls 
tennis team has been more 
competitive than ever 
before! We’ve have many 
victories throughout the 
season. 
       The beginning of the 
year, Frosh/Soph started 
out good with a winning 
streak against Saddleback 
Valley Christian, with a final 

score of 9 to 8, and then on September 24, another 
victory against San Juan Hills, 14 to 12.  Since then, 
the Frosh/Soph team has had many close victories 
and some tied games. 

 Head coach, Kirk Orahood, and assistant 
coach, Keith Orahood, train the girls with practice 
3-4 days a week. For conditioning, the coaches have 
the girls run laps around the soccer field, followed 
by drills to enhance their ability to control the ball.  
 The girls varsity team has been having 
trouble this season with their number one player, 
Leslie Chang, playing for the women’s national team 
in Hawaii. Because of her absence, the varsity team 
sadly is out of CIF competition.   
 The junior varsity team is our amazing stars 
this season. On October 13, for the first time in 
history, the junior varsity players defeat Mater Dei, 
with a total of 6 points (12 to 6)!  The girls came out 
strong and have so far been winning every game. 
 As a season comes to a close in November, 
the girl’s tennis team has been struggling to get 
better and win their final games. Come support the 
girl’s tennis team on the courts after school!!!

by Catherine Juska

Girls 
Volleyball

Empting vs. 
Chang:

A Tennis Match 
to Remember

Leslie Change fires a serve to Mr. Empting

Mr. Empting

Seniors Jacque Harkins, Hailey Prescher,  Katie Ashby, and 
Samara Hanna


