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Hello 2012: 
The World is 

NOT Ending...
and Here’s Why

 This is it.  The Big 
Year.  Mark your calendars: 
“12/21/12,” because, unless 
you have been living in 
some subterranean cave 
in the Baltics, you probably 
are aware that the world 
is scheduled to end, quite 
promptly, on December 
21, 2012. Worst of all, if you 
think about it, every single 

student at JSerra would have had spent the majority 
of his or her life in school. School. It’s a depressing 
thought, but, thankfully, the 2012 Apocalypse is not 
going to happen. 
 Here we go:  “4 Reasons Why The World 
Isn’t Ending in 2012 (and What Else You Can Do 
Besides Worrying About It).”
 1. Stop if  You’re Christian:  If you are religious 
or any kind of believer in the Christian faith, you are 
in luck! Jesus Christ said, in an oft-quoted passage 
of the Bible, that “no one will know the hour or the 
day of my returning,” meaning that NO ONE knows 
when the world is going to end. Moreover, the fact 
people are claiming to “know” the world is ending 
is more evidence that it is NOT going to end on 
December 21, because Jesus is coming on a day that 
no one will know.
 2. Mayans Didn’t Predict Anything: For those 
among us who are not as lucky, you can relax in 
the idea that there has never been proof of a true 
future-teller. Just because I predict that “tomorrow 
the Bistro will have quesadillas” and, lo and behold, 
the next day, the Bistro does serve quesadillas, there 
is no evidence I “foresaw” anything. Rather, I made 
a prediction that has a strong likelihood of turning 
out to be true. Even famed seers like Nostradamus 
made absurdly vague prophecies that could fit any 
situation, thus increasing the likelihood of their 
predictions coming true. There is no evidence that 
the Mayans had any true seers, or even intended the 
world to “end” on the day, or whether the calendar 
was destined to start over on that day. Also, why 
are we believing our ancestors on anything? To 
quote Disney’s Mulan:  “What kind of luck do our 
ancestors have? They’re dead!”
 3. Who Wants You to Believe This?: There 
was a Hollywood movie about the world ending. 

by Ashley Luschei
Editor

JSerra’s 
Hidden Store

 There is a new 
store on campus this year 
run by the students of the 
JSerra Business Magnet 
Program.  The store is a 
great asset to our school 
and is located in Building 1, 
by the back stairs, near the 
circle driveway.
 The purpose of the 
school store is to provide 

students, as well as the faculty, conveniences not 
previously enjoyed on campus.  The store sells many 
items, mostly school supplies, including pencils, 
papers, highlighters, portfolios, notebooks, and 
USB drives.  The seniors of the Business Magnet 
Program designed and manage the store; it is not 
run by teachers or administration. The design is 
very functional and looks like an actual store, which 
is what it is meant to be. 
 The store gives the students in the program a 
taste of what running a business would actually be like. 
 The Public Relations person of the program, 
senior Jonah Ortiz, said, “The experience, as a 
whole, has given all of our students exposure to the 
real business environment.  The idea was to have a 
convenience store, a kind of 7-11 of JSerra, where 
a lot of the general conveniences that you would 
need for school would be provided.” 
 And this is exactly what it does for the 
school.
 The new student-run school store is a great 
place to go and get a few supplies if you are short 
of something. So, if you have asked the same person 
next to you in math class for a pencil every day for 
the past week or so, maybe you should take an easy 
trip to the Business Magnet Program’s store during 
lunch. You’d be supporting your fellow students and 
making that certain person in math class happy.

by Catherine Juska

 JSerra students 
should watch out because 
Cupid is flying around 
swiftly and his lovin’ 
darts are deadly accurate! 
February 14th is quickly 
approaching and we 
all know what that is:  
Valentine’s Day! It’s the 
one day of the year we 
are obligated to love 

something, or someone. 
 Throughout the years Valentine’s Day has 
made people express their love in several different 

ways, such as with chocolates, flowers, romantic 
dinners by candlelight, and even the occasional walk 
on the beach to show your significant other that 
you love them. This is a wonderful time of the year 
to earn some brownie points, men, so be sure to 
take advantage when you can! 
 It seems that Valentine’s Day wishes are 
swimming through JSerra students’ heads as this 
date is coming up. Aly Webb has a very special 
valentine wish, and it happens to be a yellow, furry 
beast named Roxy, her 80-pound Yellow Labrador.   
 “All I want for Valentine’s Day is my beautiful 
Roxy, no guy could ever take her place!”   
 This beautiful JSerra senior, Captain of the 
Song Team, is single, boys, and ready to be swept off 

by Matt Parker

Happy
Valentine’s 

Day!!!

continued on page 2

Aly Webb with Roxy



 We all know 
Valentine’s Day is 
connected with marriage 
and romance.  But  have 
you ever wondered why 
that is?
 It is because of 
Saint Valentine and a pagan 
holiday called Lupercalia. 
Lupercalia occurs on 
February fourteenth, 

during which young, unmarried girls would draw the 
name of a young man out of a hat.  Whatever name 
they grabbed would be their date to the festival. At 
this time, the Church was trying to abolish paganism, 
so they put in its place Saint Valentine’s Day.  
 

 We know that Saint Valentine existed, 
(even multiple Saint Valentines), but because we 
don’t know much information about the saint, we 
don’t know how much of it is true and how much 
is legend. This ambiguity is the reason why he isn’t 
on the Liturgical Church Calendar. If you look in the 
Roman Missal, he isn’t there on February fourteenth, 
instead, Saints’ Cryil and Methodious are featured. 
 What we do know: Saint Valentine was a 
bishop imprisoned for his Christian faith.  While in 
jail, he wrote letters to the other Christians, signing 
the letters, “Your Valentine.”  
 Shortly before his execution, he cured the 
warden’s daughter, Julia, of her blindness, and, the 
day before his execution, he wrote Julia a farewell 
letter, signing, “From Your Valentine.”  The tradition 
of giving out cards on Valentine’s Day likely came 
from this.
 Saint Valentine is the patron saint of epilepsy, 
fainting, greetings, happy marriages, and lovers.  He 
became a saint whose his feast was instituted 
in replacement of a pagan holiday.  His feast day, 
obviously, is February 14th.
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Remember 2012? It made about a gazillion dollars 
worldwide, and they are not the only people making 
money. Companies called ominous names like “The 
Prepared” are popping up everywhere, selling 
survival kits and boxes of water at ridiculous prices. 
Interestingly, The Prepared, the company that sold 
kits to my neighbor, is no longer around, just when 
the world is supposed to end. Believe or not, there 
are people who are making money off this hysteria, 
and lots of it. 
 4.  Schedule a Vacation in 2013: If you have 
realized by now, like many people, that the world is 
not ending, you might have realized that this a great 
time to cash in. Since most people are expecting 
life as we know it to end, hotel and airfare rates 
in 2013 are at an all-time low. So, go schedule an 
epic trip to Europe or Disneyland or your local park 
for a year in advance, and congratulate yourself on 
your money-saving skills. You would have spent your 
money better than my paranoid neighbor. 

2012
continued from front page

 The year of 2012 
is not only the year said 
to be “the end of the 
world,” but it is also a leap 
year.  A leap year is a year 
that contains one extra 
day and is added at the 
end of February to make 
it 29 days.  The leap year 
is necessary in order to 
keep up with the actual 

365.26 days we have in a year.
 The history of the leap year goes back to 
when the Egyptians figured out that the solar and 
man-made calendar years did not match up.  They 
decided to add an extra day to February every four 
years to catch up with the actual number.  Ever 
since that time, we have continued and will continue 
adding days to keep up with the calendar.
 There is a tradition held on February 29th 
for women that want to become engaged.  In the 
5th century, St. Bridget complained to St. Patrick 
that it was not fair for women to have to wait for 
men to propose to them.  St. Patrick dubbed this 
day a special case for a woman to be allowed to ask 
a man for his hand in marriage.  
 In the United States, Sadie Hawkins was 
created on this day. Sadie Hawkins was named after 
a woman named Sadie; on this day, she and other 
women in the town of Dogpatch were allowed 
to go after bachelors and romanticize them.  This 
is why we have the Sadie Hawkins Dance in the 
United States in which the girls ask the guys to a 
dance.
 People who are born on this day have 
a unique situation.  Technically, their birthday 
comes every four years, but they celebrate on 
the day before or the day that would occur after 
February 29th when the 29th does not occur in 
that year.  People born on this day are said to 
have strange talents and personalities that come 
with this unique day.  Although I think it is cool 
to say you were born on this day, it also can be 
depressing because your real birthday occurs 
every four years.
 Make sure February 29th is a special day 
because it only comes around every four years!

her feet by a “handsome guy of stature and good 
style, preferably with a nice-looking haircut,” as she 
said with a twinkle in her eyes. 
 So don’t be shy, take a chance guys! There 
are plenty of women out there looking for a date, 
and nobody wants to be alone on Valentine’s Day. 
Whether it be out on a date with your wife or 
husband, at a group event, or at an Anti-VDay party 
(which oddly enough people actually have), at the 
end of the day, no one enjoys being alone. 
 Valentine’s Day is also a good time to make 
amends, call up that one person who deserves your 
forgiveness, and perhaps your love too, and do what 
you can to make things right during this time of love.  
 Trevor Charpie says that he wants “to find 
a girl that I would do anything for, that would always 
make me happy,” as he digs a little deeper beneath 
the surface and realizes what’s really important in 
life. 
 Jacob Dahl stated that he “wishes for a 
pretty girl to be on his arm for the night.” 
 Chelsea Brady confessed that all she needs 
for Valentines Day is her wonderful boyfriend (who 
shall remain nameless) and all his love and care. 
 For those of you who have a Valentine set 
in stone like Bobby Hearn and Taylor Ogden, 
Ryan Hipshman and Nikole Johnston, Dylan 
Redding and Kelsey Simonson, Trevor Charpie 
and Juliette Guerry, Danielle Vasquez and 
Cuuuder, Congratulations! I hope all you love 
birds have a spectacular night.
 This holiday instills a sense of endearment 
and care that our society does not see enough of 
in this day and age. So guys, don’t be afraid to go 
all out for your women because I think we can all 
agree that they each deserve, to the fullest extent, 
to feel like the most special girl in the world on this 
day. Show as much love as you can, in as many ways 
as you can, and hopefully the favor will be returned! 
Happy Valentine’s Day, everyone!

Valentine’s Day
continued from front page

by Nikole Johnston

by Katia Bergstrom

The History 
of Saint 

Valentine’s 
Day



 Josephine Bakhita 
lived happily in Olgossa, 
Sudan, until, one day, while 
walking with a friend, 
she was stopped by two 
men. One of them asked 
Josephine to go get a 
package, which he had left 
in the woods.  One of the 
men blocked Josephine’s 
friend from going further.  

The friend kept looking behind, worried about 
Josephine and hoping she would return.  
 The man told her, “Don’t worry, your friend 
will soon catch up!” 
 While Josephine was hurrying to obey the 
man, she stopped, realizing there was no package, and 
wondering if the men would be disappointed.  As she 
was pondering this, to her surprise the men were 
standing before her holding a dagger to her neck.  
 “Shout and you’re dead!” they hissed. 
 The men grabbed her by the arm, their black 
scruffy beards glistening in the sunlight.  Smiling smugly, 
they prodded her onward with a gun at her back. 
 Josephine was so frightened that she didn’t 
say a word.  She stood there, shaking with fear 
and trying not to cry, her pink lips quivering, her 
eyes darting back and forth between the two slave 
traders. She felt like screaming, but her fear stopped 
her. For her silence, the men spared her, and called 
her Bakhita, which means “the lucky one” in Arabic. 
  The trauma of this event caused her to 
forget her real name.  Just like her sister two years 
earlier, Bakhita was kidnapped by slave traders. She 
was sold to a wealthy man who had two daughters.  
It was Bakhita’s job to fan the girls in hot weather. 
One day, the girls’ brother, Salim, ordered her to get 
a vase in the next room.  When vase slipped from 
her hands and broke,  Salim grew angry and tried to 
beat Bakhita, who hid behind the two girls  Livid, he 
beat her until she became unconscious, while the 
two sisters begged their brother to stop his cruelty 
and abuse. Later, when passed onto new masters, 
she was branded with a razor.
  Bakhita later recalled this painful time, 
saying: “I see now that it was a miracle through the 
grace of God that I survived.”
 When Bakhita was around fourteen years old, 
she was sold to a compassionate man who took her 
to Italy, where he sold her to the wife of his friend. 
Bakhita’s new masters soon had a baby and they 
named her Mimmina. Bakhita, as Mimmina’s servant, 
attended with Mimmina a boarding school taught by 
the Cassanonian nuns. There, Bakhita fell in love with 

the Catholic faith. When Mimmina’s mother came to 
take Mimmina home, Bakhita told her that she wanted 
to continue her education and become a nun.  
 The mother felt Bakhita, who was still her 
slave, had crossed the line, and she called Bakhita 
“ungrateful.”  
 However, under the new Italian laws, Bakhita 
was no longer a slave, so the mother could not force 
her to return. Bakhita was left at the school.
 Bakhita later took the name Josephine 
Margaret Bakhita.  Josephine and Margaret were the 
names of her godmother and confirmation sponsor. 
She kept Bakhita because she was truly “the lucky one!” 
She took the vows for the Cassanonian sisterhood and 
became the doorkeeper for the school, where she was 
beloved by the students. The people called her Sister 
Moretta, which means “the black sister.”  
 In 1929, Bakhita 
was interviewed by a 
young woman who made 
a story of Bakhita’s life.  
Bakhita herself had no idea 
what an interview was, but 
she went obediently. The 
book, A Wonderful Story, 
describes Bakhita’s life as a 
slave up until she became 
a sister.  The popularity of 
this book grew, and so did 
the popularity of Bakhita. 
During WWII, when 
bombs fell upon Italy, the other sisters and people in 
the convent urged Bakhita to hide.  Bakhita replied 
that God would help them and did not hide. Neither 
her or the sisters with her were harmed.
 When she was asked what she would do if 
she met the people who kidnapped her,  she said, “I 
would get on my knees and kiss their feet, because 
if it hadn’t happened, I wouldn’t be a Christian, or a 
religious today.”
 Towards the end of her life, Bakhita became 
sick with a plethora of diseases: asthma, bronchitis, 
arthritis, and pneumonia, and became confined to a 
wheelchair. One time, one of the sisters accidentally 
left Bakhita in the chapel for hours. When she came 
back, she said, “You must be tired.”  Bakhita responded, 
“Oh no!  I’m having a lovely time talking to God!”
 Shortly before she died, Bakhita began having 
hallucinations and nightmares about her time as a 
slave. She kept repeating, “No!  Take the chains off me!  
The chains are too tight!  Loosen them a little, please!”  
Bakhita died on February 8th, 1947.  Her last words 
were, “I am so happy.  Our Lady… Our Lady!”  
 Josephine Bakhita is the patron saint of 
Sudan.  On October 1st, 2000, she was canonized 
as Saint Josephine Bakhita.  Her relics are in Schio, 
Italy beneath the altar of the Cassononian convent.  
Although she underwent terrible sufferings, she 
proves that if we has faith and places our trust 
in God, we will understand why certain incidents 
happen, and how we can find the good in the 
horrible tragedies that affect us in life.
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From Slavery to Sainthood
Feast Day: February 8

by Katia Bergstrom

UPCOMING CAMPUS MINISTRY EVENTS

Lunch Worship :  Every Tuesday 
Kairos 18: 2/14/2012
Kairos 19: 3/27/2012

by Katie Ashby

    The Campus 
Ministry room has been 
known to lure the boys at 
lunch.  However, Francis has 
recently decided to turn a 
new leaf on the lunchtime 
events occurring in his room. 
Every Tuesday, worship is 
now held for any student 
who would like to come and 
spend quality time with one 

another. The goal of this Campus Ministry endeavor 
is to bring our JSerra family closer together and 
strengthen the students’ relationships with God. 
 The campus ministry room serves as a safe 
haven for those seeking worship, music, and prayer-
time during their busy schedules. Oftentimes, it is 
crucial to take a break from all the chaos in our day 
and spend a few minutes with God. 
 I recently attended a “lunchtime worship” 
session and I can honestly say it made my week. 
Everyone was gathered around together singing 
at the top of their lungs in adoration. It was as if 
all judgement, fear and stress evaporated from the 
room and God became the main focal point. Francis 
and Marc have this innate ability to really reach into 
your heart and grab your attention in only a few 
moments spent in worship with them. 
 I encourage everyone within the JSerra 
community to stop by the Campus Ministry room 
for worship time at least once. It truly does impact 
your relationship with Christ and strengthens your 
relationships with your peers.

Lunch 
Worship



JSerra Arts

by Taylor Short 

Artists in 
Residence

 The varied  
“colors”  within the 
Fine Arts Department 
compliment each other. The 
department consists of five 
separate sub-departments, 
which include Visual Arts, 
Choir, Instrumental Music, 
Theater, and Dance. 
 An addition to the 

Fine Arts is being created at this school. JSerra is 
adding a new program called the “Artists In Residence 
Program.” This program is almost identical to the 
other magnet programs that are offered here on 
campus; what makes this one unique is that there are 
teachers whose professions are in the arts. Because 
they make a living off of fine arts, these teachers give 
the students pre-professional training. 
 The Fine Arts Department also has 
connections to Soka University and the Laguna 
Beach Museum. This connection gives the students 
a chance to feel what a profession in the arts and in 
the performing arts would be like.
 Many levels of the arts are available to 
students, such as the levels for beginners and for 
advanced students.  Prior to acceptance in the 
advanced fine arts, a student must complete a 
small audition. This opportunity is open to all 
JSerra students. The school even has personalized 
sweatshirts that identify who the student is and 
what particular program he or she is in.
 Mrs. Nancy Harrell, the Fine Arts 
Department Chair, brings a great deal of dedication 
to this program. Her upbeat attitude as well as her 
positive and encouraging outlook make her a joy to 
work with and to perform for. 

by Lauren Vigue

 Do you ever wonder how many lions we actually have on campus? Have you 
ever tried counting? Well I decided to take it upon myself and go on an adventure 
and try to find as many lions as possible on our JSerra campus. This is just an 
example of a few lions displayed throughout the campus. 

Lions, Lions, Lions

Answers to “Find These Things”

1. Pool deck • 2. Outside Building 1 • 3. Left-hand Lion Facing Building 1 
4. Outside Bistro • 5. Outside Yoga Room

 MARVEL-ous.  Thursday, February 2, Marvel Comics illustrator, Todd Nauck, visited Mrs. Harrell’s 
Drawing and Painting class as part of the Artists in Residence Program.  Mr. Nauck demonstrated his cartooning 
technique, and while he spoke, sketched Wolverine from memory, much to the amazement of the assembled 
students.  At Mrs. Harrell’s smiling request, he autographed the sketch and donated it to her classroom.
 Nauck’s other work includes Teen Titans, Spider-Man, American Dream, the Clone Saga, and the 
covers for X-Campus.  Todd was also the artist of the much-publicized “The Amazing Spider-Man,” published 
in January 2009, featuring a cameo appearance by then-President-elect Barack Obama.



      It is a truth 
universally acknowledged, 
that a single man in want of 
a date must do the asking. 
Not anymore. It’s Winter 
Formal, and ladies, it is time 
to step up and ask if you 
want a date to this unique 
dance. So put down the Jane 
Austen and listen up. Three 
tips will get you through 

with a date and your pride intact.
 Ask early: You don’t have to ask three 
years ahead of time or get his parents to swear their 
first-born son to you, but don’t ask the day before, 
either. The sooner you ask, the more likely it is that 
he will say yes and not have other commitments.
 Ask well:  Make sure the way you ask is 
memorable; however, I would recommend against a 
song-and-dance routine, asking in a foreign language, 
or quoting Shakespeare. That is something called 
Doom to Fail.
 Ask someone you know:  Or rather, 
who knows you. A good friend or a boyfriend is 
optimal. A friendly acquaintance might be a stretch, 
but it’s not off the table. Just don’t ask the random 
guy standing next to you in the Bistro while waiting 
to buy your lunch. No one will feel sorry for you.
 These are the essentials, but remember to relax 
and let yourself have fun. Winter Formal is your chance 
to let your creativity run loose and create memories 
that will live beyond February 11th. Good luck! 

JSerra Arts Opinion

A Serious Demeanor 
is Not a Crime

The opinions expressed here are those of the student journalist.  
They do not reflect the views of the JSerra faculty, staff or administration. 

Getting a Date to 
Winter Formal

 There are more 
than a few handsome 
gentlemen left waiting 
to be asked to Winter 
Formal. The dance is 
quickly approaching and 
time is running thin. How 
are you planning on asking 
that special guy? 
 The following ways 
would work like a charm:  

 Smelly Situations (suggested by Matt Parker, 
senior.):  Take a bunch of dollar store deodorants 
and fill the boy’s locker with them. Then say, “it 
would STINK if you didn’t go to Formal with me!” 
 Lollipop, Lollipop (anonymous provider):  
The lollipop idea resembles the “Smelly Situations” 
idea, but rather than deodorants, you fill the guy’s 
locker with lollipops.  The punch line:  “It would be 
SWEET if we go to Formal together. Be my date?”
 Are YOU Game? (anonymous provider):  
Visit the website www.gifts.com and personalize 
your own game board. On your game board print: 
“Are you GAME to go to formal with me?!” 
 Although a majority of guys will swear they 
don’t want to be asked in a flashy manner, they’re 
lying. Every guy I know wants to remember how 
they got asked to this unique dance. Girls, get out 
and get creative.

by Luke Martin

Attention Girls of JSerra: 
Boys need dates—now!

by Savannah Luschei
Editor

by James Samuel

Can You 
“Find These 

Things” 
on 

Campus???
(answers on opposite page)

 Have you ever 
noticed some people that 
seem unfriendly and once 
you get to know them 
they aren’t? Have you ever 
noticed that there is a very 
quiet and serious person in 
class?  What did you think 
of that person?  
 I am mentioning 
this because I have 

seen quiet and serious people, and I, myself, am 
extremely serious.  Most people don’t like serious 
people because they assume they can’t be friendly 
or outgoing.  That is not true.  Being serious 
shows you have maturity.  It is supposed to be a 
good thing, and in many ways it can be seen as the 
opposite.  
 Once, as I was walking past the lockers, 
someone happened to notice me.  I was being 
serious, as usual, but I wasn’t scowling or frowning.  
The person told me to smile.  I did, but inside, I 
was angry.  Why do people have to comment on 
seriousness as though it were a crime?  As though 

it isn’t a good thing to be serious? I see it as 
judgmental. 
 I understand that some people might 
wonder why serious people don’t smile, or laugh 
a lot, or are quiet.  But, this has to do with their 
personality, not that anything is wrong with them.  
If you want to get a serious person to smile, this is 
my advice: don’t tell them to smile, instead, smile 
at them.  Then they will be more likely to smile.
 Being serious ought to be seen as a good 
thing, a sign of maturity and growth.  People have 
commented on my seriousness. I have often seen 
people getting teased because they are quiet.  
 Also, some people are serious or quiet 
because it’s just their personality.  We aren’t 
decorations, and if we aren’t expected to be any 
less than what we really are, why should we change 
ourselves, especially our personalities?  
 People see serious people as unfriendly or 
as loners.  Sometimes, serious people even have the 
reputation of being static and not humorous.  
 I suppose being serious is a good thing, 
and it proves that you are growing as a person, and 
turning into a good and responsible adult.

by Katia Bergstrom



 Born a native San 
Juan Capistrano swallow 
who has returned home, 
Mrs. Summers leads 
the new student body 
representation, ASG. ASG, 
or Associated Student 
Government, which has 
become the new, improved 
version of ASB, the 
Associated Student Body. 

 Mrs. Summers has been teaching 
here at JSerra for five years now and 
describes it simply as her “first experience 
at a Catholic high school,” and further 
states, when asked if she’s enjoyed her time 
here, “Well I’m still here aren’t I?” 
 With these witty comments and 
her sense of humor it has become very 
clear Mrs. Summers loves her job here at 
JSerra and loves all the students and faculty 
as well. She has put in countless hours and 
efforts into making this school year the 
best one yet! With the help of Mrs. Vandenberg, this 
duo is constantly running back and forth to party 

stores and going to and from school planning and 
collaborating. 
 With the great Welcome Dance already 
having taken place, students couldn’t wait for 
homecoming to see what wonders ASG and Mrs. 
Summers had come up with. Homecoming tickets 
this year sold out. This was the first JSerra dance ever 
to sell out pre-sale tickets; in other words this was 
the biggest JSerra dance ever.  Mrs. Summers stated 
in regards to making  a profit from the dance that 
she would rather us, the student body, have fun than 

turn a large profit from the dances; what a 
saint! 
 Along with Homecoming she has 
devoted many efforts to new events, 
such as halftime giveaways at football 
games, and “no-pay jeans days.” She has 
incorporated more realistic voting booths 
which resemble those “in the real world,” 
says Mrs. Summers.  
 Although she devotes so much 
of her time to ASG and JSerra, she also 
strives to make time for her family which 
consists of Coach Damon Summers, her 
husband, and their 6 year old son, Jackson. 
Mrs. Summers answers how she manages 
time with Jackson and school and ASG 

simply with, “I don’t, very 
well.” 
 Although she 
jokes, it is still difficult 
to realistically make time 
for everything. With all 
this crazy work she has 
going on with school 
and ASG and sports she 
still manages, making 
her one of JSerra’s finest 
teachers as well as its 
finest members of our 

community. Thank you so much Mrs. Summers for 
all that you do! 

Profiles

by Luke Blanchart

Stanford ManThe Woman Behind the Scenes
Mrs. Jessica Summers

by Luke Martin

 JSerra senior Sam 
Miller is an exemplary, 
well-rounded student.  On 
top of having a rigorous 
academic schedule, 
numerous swimming 
accolades, and even 
teaching piano in his free 
time, Sam is the first JSerra 
student to be admitted to 
Stanford University.  

 I have gotten to know Sam this year through 
Caritas Christi, and I have found out that Sam is 
truly gifted, both academically and athletically. Sam’s 
rigorous course schedule reflects on his talents in 
the classroom, and also classified him as a National 
Hispanic Recognition Program Scholar by earning a 
3.5+ GPA and having a Hispanic/Latino background. 
While taking several AP courses, Sam also scored a 
34 on the ACT.  
 O u t s i d e 
school, Sam swims 
for JSerra and has 
advanced to CIF 
in the 100 meter 
backstroke in both 
2009 and 2010. With 
the little free time 
that he has, Sam 
teaches piano to 
young children. Sam 
has been at JSerra for 
all 4 years, but was 
previously at the Oundle School in England.  
 Gaining admission to Stanford University is 
no easy feat, but Sam’s focus on school put him in 
a position to succeed.  Getting into college takes 
more than getting good grades; it takes a desire to 
excel in all aspects of life.  Sam has found a balance 
and manages his time better than any student I 
know, and that is what it takes to gain admission to 
a top-tier university like Stanford.  While Stanford 
remains his number one choice, Sam is also looking 
at Princeton, USC, MIT, and several others.

    The magnet 
programs here at JSerra 
help students focus their 
studies in certain job 
fields. For example, JSerra 
currently offers a Medical 
Magnet Program, as well as 
a Business Magnet Program 
and Fine Arts’ “Artist in 
Residence” Program.   
         There are plenty more 

up-and-coming magnet programs specializing in 
fields like engineering and law.  These tracks of study 
involve and experience students in the particular 
field they are looking into pertaining their future 
career.

 Cassidy Kelly, a junior at JSerra, is heavily 
involved in the Medical Magnet program. She 
mentions how this 
program grabbed 
her attention and 
attracted her to 
JSerra. She says 
the program takes 
“much effort 
and dedication” 
but that, “it has 
fully enriched my 
experiences at 
JSerra.”
 Asked her 
advice for future 

candidates of this program, she says, “Expect 
it to be hard, but expect it to be extremely 
rewarding.” 
 The best part about Medical Magnet, 
Cassidy says, are the trips to the hospital. During 
these trips, students are split into small groups and 
rotate through the different positions of each job in 
the hospital environment. Students truly get a feel 
for how it would really be to work in a medical 
environment. 
 Cassidy certainly feels this way.  “I am 
much more prepared and experienced  after having 
watched surgeries and having been exposed to the 
hospital atmosphere. It has definitely swayed me to 
become a doctor.”  

Cassidy Kelly and Medical Magnet

by Mary Lou Kerins

Cassidy Kelly

Sam Miller



Profiles Entertainment
War Horse

Movie Review
Macklemore
Music Review

by Sean Robb

 There is a new 
musician on the rise: Ben 
Haggerty, better known 
as Macklemore. Hailing 
from Seattle, Washington, 
Macklemore is a rapper that 
is known for his 
lyrical prowess 
and socially-
c o n s c i o u s 
themes. 

 Macklemore started out 
performing as a musician in high school 
and went to college at Evergreen State 
College. After college, he worked at a 
juvenile detention facility helping kids 
overcome adversity through a program 
called “Gateways,” which allowed 
kids to rap about their sensitivities.  
 Macklemore was emerging as 
one of the top rappers in the Seattle 
area in 2004 when he succumbed to an 
addictive lifestyle of drinking and drugs. 
During the years between 2005 and 
2009, Macklemore was a severe addict 
and did not make any new music for 
those four years. 
 In the latter stages of 2009, 
Macklemore became clean and set out 
to rejuvenate his career. He came out with his first 
album since his disappearance from the music world. 
His album, Vs. XP, which featured producer Ryan 
Lewis, gained attention for the hit song, “Otherside,” 
which focused on Macklemore’s drug problems and 

the danger of cough syrup. 
 After his first album, Macklemore recorded 
five albums and he is in the process of making a 
sixth. The reason Macklemore is not well known is 
solely because his songs do not glorify the use and 
lifestyle of drugs and alcohol. He often talks about 

the consequences of drugs and critiques society 
without using a great amount of swear words. 
Macklemore is a great example of a musician who 
creates great music without the negative influences 
of today’s society.

 A few days after 
Christmas I went to see 
the movie called “War 
Horse,” directed by Steven 
Spielberg. This movie is an 
adaptation from the original 
book, written by Michael 
Morpurgo and published 
in 1982, and the stage 
adaptation performed in 
2007. In my opinion, this 

movie is outstanding on so many levels. 
 I think that people enjoy thrilling action 
movies, romantic comedies, and emotional films 
more than a movie that walks out of your mind the 
minute you leave the double doors of the theater. 
This is one of the reasons I saw War Horse.
 The movie opens up with a beautiful shot 
of open fields and a newly born foal which becomes 
the special horse. The movie follows the life of the 
horse, called Joey, from his upbringing to his time in 
the First World War. 

 Without giving the entire movie away, I 
will say that there are some emotional scenes, a 
few laughs, and even more uplifting moments that 
make a person take a step back and think about 
certain things. I think Spielberg did a wonderful job 
portraying the life of Joey, the journeys he survives, 
and the love he draws from not only the actors 
in the film, but also the audience captivated by 
breathtaking cinematography and the simply perfect 
acting that occurs throughout the movie. 
 While the film has been mildly criticized for 
what some say are overly emphasized emotional 
scenes, I found that these scenes should be poignant 
as they were usually dealing with animal cruelty and 
the horrors of war. 
 Overall, I felt that War Horse drew its vigor 
from the right amount of directing and the amazing 
talents of the people that portrayed the actors. It is 
definitely one of the best movies that I have seen in 
theaters and one that should be played in homes for 
years to come. 

by Clarice Juska

by Nikki Ashrafian
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 With 14 players on 
the Junior Varsity Team and 
21 players on the Varsity 
Team, the JSerra Ice Lions 
Hockey program is solid. 
In their great efforts to 
stay in shape and prepare 
themselves for the current 
season, coaches Mike 
Perkins, Blake Reilly and 
Jean Labbe hold practices 

multiple times per week at The Lake Forest Ice 
Palace. The Ice Lions 
also play their games 
at Anaheim Ice, where 
the Ducks frequently 
practice.  Additionally, 
they have traveled to 
San Jose and Arizona. 
 The JSerra Ice 
Lions expect a winning 
season. This year, they 
haven’t lost a game to 
Servite and they look 
forward to their future 
games.  
 Varsity Captain 
Trent Boice stated, “We 
are looking forward to 
beating SM at the end 
of the year and winning 
nationals.” 

 The JV team is also doing quite well. 
 Tanner Richardson professed, “It is nice 
being out there with my friends playing hockey. I’m 
looking forward to beating SM and one of our biggest 
rivals OLU with some of my old teammates.” 
 On behalf of the entire hockey program 
Mike Perkins, Varsity Head Coach and Junior Varsity 
Assistant Coach expressed, “All the players really 
appreciate all the support from JSerra students, 
administration, faculty and staff.” 
 Let’s all continue to support our JSerra Ice 
Lions by going to their upcoming events.

Sports
Lions on IceBoys 

Basketball
   JSerra Boys’ 
Basketball looks fantastic 
this year. In the first half of 
the season, the team beat 
Servite, Santa Margarita 
and Orange Lutheran, and 
only lost to Bosco by a 
meager point. Part of this 
can be attributed to Jamal 
Aytes, a new player this 

season. This 6’6”, 240 lb. junior desires to be  “a 
presence inside to control the board, a leader of 
the team as well as an intimidation factor.” 

 Aytes’ passion for basketball goes back 
about twelve years. 
 “It’s been an outlet whenever I’ve felt 
down,” he explains. 
 Aytes attended Foothills Christian in San 
Diego before transferring to JSerra. 
 “I felt the education was better here.” 
 When asked about his faith, Aytes says, “It 
has helped me get through some really tough times 
in my life…but I do slip every once in a while.”
 On family: “The greatest influences in my 
life are my mom and dad.” 
 Outside of school, Aytes spends his time 
listening to music, playing video games, and spending 
time with friends.
 JSerra’s male basketball team still has a few 
games left in the season. Hopes are up. 
 Aytes predicts:  “We can go as far to CIF 
and State…we are as good as we believe.”

by Max Allen

by Sarah David

An Inside Look with Jamal Aytes

Father Damien “parting” Lion Nation in win over Santa Margarita.

Jamal Aytes

Ice Lions Schedule

Junior Varsity Ice Lions Schedule: 

Feb. 11, 2012 7:30 PM Santa Margarita Away Anaheim ICE

Feb. 25, 2012 TBD ADHSLJV Playdown  Anaheim ICE

Mar. 3, 2012 TBD ADHSLJV Semifinals  Anaheim ICE

Mar. 6, 2012 TBD ADHSLJV Finals  Anaheim ICE

Varsity Ice Lions Schedule:
Feb. 11, 2012 12:30 PM TBD Home Anaheim ICE

Feb. 25, 2012 TBD ADHSL Semifinals  Anaheim ICE

Mar. 2, 2012 TBD CA State Championship  Anaheim ICE

Mar. 3, 2012 TBD CA State Championship  Anaheim ICE

Mar. 4, 2012 TBD CA State Championship  Anaheim ICE

Mar. 6, 2012 TBD ADHSL Finals  Anaheim ICE


